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The Christmas Afterglow 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HE shepherds saw the glory 
That brightened ail the skies; 
They heard the Christmas chorus 
With rapture and surprise. 
But what increased their wonder 
Wes what the angel said, 
That Christ, their Lord, was cradled 
Within a manger bed. 


They hastened there to seek Him; 
They found Him where He lay 

Amid the sheep and oxen, 
Embedded on the hay. 

They humbly knelt before Him 
With just a crib between, 

And then went out proclaiming 
What they had heard and seen. 


But many only wondered, 
And then resumed their way 
To call the shepherds dreamers 
Who had been led astray. ~ 
Yet neither doubt, nor laughter, 
The shepherds’ joy could dim; 
Returning to their labors, 
They watched their flocks for Him. 


Hearing God's Voice 


God’s voice may either paralyze or 
energize. It struck terror into Adam’s 
heart after his sin; but it sent life thrill. 
ing through the decaying muscles of 


Lazarus of Bethany. It broke in upon 
Nebuchadnezzar’s boasting and stripped 
hirn of his kingdom; it gave new cour- 
age to Paul when he was spending a 
lonely night behind the castle walls 
at Jerusalem. Sinners are still ter- 
rified at the voice of God, and saints 
are still comforted by the voice of 
their Heavenly Father. But no sin- 
ner need lie terror-stricken before a 
holy God, for the Lord Jesus has 
opened the way of approach. God longs 
to convict us of our sin, or to encourage 
us; but if He can do neither, we are 
badly off. Spiritual deafness is a more 
serious ailment than any fears we may 
have because of sin. God points out our 
sin only that He may cleanse us and bring 
us into full fellowship with Himself. If 
we are not conscious of’ either convic- 
tion of sin or renewed strength as we 
read God’s Word, perhaps it is because 
we are indifferent to His voice. 


— 
The Uphill Road 


Does your road seem all uphill? 
Then you may be in just the right way. 
Mountain trails lead up past the timber 
line to better views and clearer atmos- 
phere. It is a pleasure to share with 
TIMEs readers occasionally some of the 
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Unlimited 


"Trove the world is full of misery, 
poverty, suffering, and suspense no 
one can deny. The god of this 
world gives poor rewards, the wages of 
sin is death. But there are those scat- 
tered everywhere who have a secret 
spring of satisfaction, derived from 
Heaven itself. They are a pilgrim peo- 
ple, those who are away from home but 
on their way there; a born-again people 
with a God-given new nature that can- 
not be satisfied by anything that earth 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And he arose, and rebuked the 
wind, and said-unto the sea, Peace, 
be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm” (Mark 
4:39). 




















encouraging words that come to the of- 
fices in the varied and interesting cor- 
respondence. Some of the best things 
come from the Times own staff of regu- 
lar writers. From Ernest M. Wadsworth 
came these words of cheer: “We trust 
that the Lord is giving you an open 
sesame to greater wonders of His loving 
kindness. The way of the righteous is 
upward (uphill). But we may say of 
this ascending course what a hymn 
writer has given:: ‘The hill of Zion 
yields a thousand sacred sweets, before 
we. reach the heavenly hills and » ‘k 
the golden streets,” and if this ro«'t 
enough to whet your appetite for com- 
ing blessing, ‘Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life.’ 
Need I say more, when you have the 
wonderful Twenty-third Psalm to tell 
you all about it?” These words are just 
as applicable to any believer who reads 
these lines as they were to the recipient. 
There are treasures hidden in the Bible 
that we have never yet seen, and the 
Spirit of God will show these to us, little 
by little, if we give Him time and read 
prayerfully and thoughtfully. And if 
we are walking “not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit,’ we shall more and 
more see the work of His good hand 
in our daily providences. 
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Resources 


can supply, yet their resources are past 
calculating. 


They have tasted the exceeding riches 
of His grace, and the new nature feeds 
on that, and thrives in proportion as it 
feeds. 


How the Holy Spirit in the Word mul- 
tiplies language! Believers have as a 
present possession forgiveness according 
to the riches of His grace, and to this 
grace is linked glory: that we should be 
to the praise of His glory. No wonder 
the apostle prayed that wisdom and 
revelation might be given, the eyes of 
the understanding being opened to 
know “the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe.” This 
is for the present pilgrimage; but for 
the future fhere is further language 
used—‘“that in the ages to come he 
might shew the exceeding riches of his 
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find out what that includes. We 
learners, .often turning aside, 
,time, missing the trysting place 
the: Beloved, yet the exceeding 
of. His grace never fail. To the 
Corinthian Christians — by no means the 
most: deeply taught— Paul wrote that 
“our light affliction, which is but for 
@ moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

A well-known Christian minister in 
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lowing his return home. He agonized in 
prayer for a long time, asking for grace. 
It. seemed impossible to preach. At last 
he rose from his knees, and as he did 
so his, eyes fell on a text on the wall: 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” Oh! 
that blessed word “is,” standing out! 
It met his case and he thanked God 
and took courage, and then could preach. 
It, is always present grace for present 
need; not tomorrow’s today, but God is 
always faithful, and on time. 

There .is strong consolation in that 
verse that speaks of the love of Christ 
and all the fullness of God. Read it 
carefully; it will repay spelling out, 
word by word. Paul is praying for his 
dearly loved spiritual children: “I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . that he would grant 
you, according to the riches of his glory” 
— who can measure that?—“to be 
strengthened . . . by his Spirit” that 
(a) “Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith”; (b) you “may be able to com- 
prehend . . . the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge”; (c) to “be filled 
with all the fulness of God.” 

But is this possible for us? With all 
our doubts and difficulties, perplexities 
and temptations, complications and pecu- 
liarities—-for us? The next verse sup- 
plies the answer: He is able to do all 
we ask. Is that all? “Above all that 
we ask”; more: “above all that we ask 
or think”; and even more yet: -“exceed- 
ing abundantly above” even that. Un- 
stinted resources, the resfurces of the 
infinite Godhead ! 

Mr. Spurgeon illustrated the grace 
available by picturing a minnow in the 
ocean ‘wondering whether there would 
be enough water for him. 
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Trials? Of course. This world is the 
only place where we shall have the op- 
portunity of serving the Lord under dif- 
ficulties; of sharing His reproach; 6f 
learning to know the faithfulness of 
God; of sharing in the fellowship of His 
sufferings; the only place where we can 
glorify Him (He will glorify us in eter- 
nity), the only place where we,gan learn 
to trust Him in the dark. So rely on 
His pledged word alone—for, as one 
has said: “It is not when we are en- 
joying Christ most that we glorify Him 
best; it. is when we are in the deepest 
humiliation by reason of the experience 
of our failures, when our hearts are con- 
sciously cold and dead; when our feel- 
ings are all distressing, when Job 23:8 
describes them [“Behold, I go forward, 
but he is not there; and backward, but 
I cannot perceive him”], Then to take 
Him upon the mere warrant of His Word 
and trust Him; then ... to take Him 
for our All in all, all our wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption 
... truly no angel in Heaven can glorify 
Him as the poor sinner does who glori- 
files Him thus.” 
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God is faithful to His promises, 


Paul wrote that he was “exceeding 


joyful in all our tribulation” (for the 
Christian life is full cf paradoxes). The 
secret is in “the exceeding greatness of 
his power [dynamic powexj to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, which he wrought 
in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead.” Do we really believe that resur- 
rection power is ours in Christ? Do we 
meet difficulties with the God of the im- 
possible working with us?. Do we rest 
on Him for this? 

Peter wrote of the exceeding joy in 
the future for those who suffer for Him 
now, yes, and for those who suffer with 
Him, too. Jude refers to the presenta- 
tion at Court with exceeding joy (v. 24). 
The Lord Himself will present His own 
with exceeding joy. How He must be 
looking forward to that joy—for His 
joy will excel that of all others! Then 
will come the complete fulfillment of the 
prophecy which says, “I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren, in the midst 
of the church will I sing praise unto 
thee” (Heb. 2:12). 


NoTEes ON OPEN: LETTERS 


“Not .. . Sarai, but Sarah” 


Readers will rernember “Hints from the 

Hebrew,” by H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., 
Th.D., D.D., which were published in the 
Times in connection with the third quar- 
ter’s lessons this year. In spite of long 
experience, the Toves is often surprised 
at the meticulous care with which the 
articles are read by people in many dif- 
ferent lands. All the way from Jeru- 
salem, Palestine, came a friendly criti- 
cism from a Christian woman who is 
thoroughly familiar with the Hebrew lan- 
guage, and who disagreed with Dr. Smith 
on a technical point in his comments on 
the names of Abraham and Sarah (June 
30, 1945). Dr. Smith’s reply follows: 
In Genesis 17:5, 15 the names cf Abram 
and Sarai are changed to Abraham and 
Sarah. Each of the two new names is 
accompanied by a _ statement which 
serves as a kind of definition: Abraham 
means “a father of many (nations).” 
Sarah means “princess: one of whom 
kings of peopie shall be.” No such state- 
ment accompanies the former names, 
Abram and- Sarai. We know, however, 
that Ab (“father”) and ram “high; 
lofty”) yield the name Abram and the 
meaning “lofty father.” Incident to the 
divine change of names the lofty father 
becomes the father of multitudes. 

Since Abram and Sarai are husband 
and wife, and since the change of the 
wife’s name is in the identical centext 
that records the change of the husband’s 
name, the difference between Sarai and 
Sarah would be as generally significant 
as that between Abram and Abreham: 
the role of the person renamed would 
be changed from lower to higher rank. 

It would be as simple as that were 
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the etymological changes from Sarai to 
Sarah as obvious as those from Abram 
to Abraham.! The difference between 
Sarai and Sarah cannot be observed 
from these names, these nouns, them- 
selves. We must go behind Sarai and 
Sarah to the verbs from which these 
nouns. are derived. In all the Hebrew 
language there are but two such verbs, 
sarah and sarar. 

The verb sarah means “to exert one- 
self; to persist; to persevere; to contend; 
to wrestle.” It is from this verb that 
the name Sarai is derived. The verb 
sarar means “to be or to act as prince; 
to play the prince.” From it is derived 
the masculine noun sar, meaning 
“prince,” and the feminine noun sarah, 
meaning “princess.” : 

It is clear from Genesis 11:27-32 that 
Abram and Sarai were the heathen 
names of the two whose divinely con- 
ferred names are now Abraham and 
Sarah. These heathen names indicate 
that Abram was a lofty father and that 
Sarai was a_ persistently contending 
woman. Called of God, they become 
utterly different personalities. Abraham 
is the father of multitudes: multitudes 
who, like himself and his wife, are un- 


(Continued on page 1045) 


1A somewhat more involved etymology of 
Abraham appears on page 506 (6) of the 
June 30, 1945, issue of the Trmes, as follows: 
“Abraham, [a] combination of [the] He- 
brew ’abh, rabh, ‘multitude,’ and ham, the 
verbal form of which, hamah, bespeaks the 
noise of a tumultuous crowd. Since rabh 
means ‘great’ as well as ‘multitude,’ the 
mame Abraham means, ‘a father great as 
to a mulitudinous people.’ ” 
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|. The Four Fundamentals of 


Christian Service 


By ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 
President of Columbia Bible College 


é¢cTs PRAYER fundamental or sup- 
I plemental?” This was the title 
of a tract that fell into my hands 
many years ago. The title itself was 
a great challenge. A hundred witnesses 
seemed to arise to remind me that prayer 
was a supplemental thing in my life and 
Christian service, rather than funda- 
mental. The tract told the story of a 
missionary in India who worked in a 
station where* every missionary tried 
to do the work of two or three people. 
Prayer was crowded out. It was supple- 
mental. This missionary received what 
seemed a clear call from the Lord to 
give herself to prayer. It was a test- 
ing indeed as the days and weeks fol- 
lowed, and she set aside hours for prayer 
which seemed required for visiting the 
villages and other urgent tasks. For 
many years that mission station had 
gone on faithfully, and there was little 
fruit. After a year of this new minis- 
try of intercession, the fire from Heaven 
fell; there was revival blessing, and in 
a short time a harvest of souls beyond 
anything. the mission had known through 
the years. 


A Question for Every Christian 


This call to that particular missionary 
was in some sense a unique call. Not 
all missionaries would be called on to 
give the hours a day that she spent in 
prayer. But the question presses upon 
every Christian — not full-time Christian 
workers only but every Christian —, “Is 
prayer fundamental or supplemental?” 
Every Christian would agree that prayer 
should be a fundamental thing in our 
lives. But it is supplemental, not fun- 
damental, for the majority of professing 
Christians, and, sad to say, for the ma- 
jority of Christian workers, the majority 
of ministers, and possibly the majority 
of missionaries. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey startled a large group 
of several hundred ministers by asking 
how many of them gave an hour a day 
to prayer, then half an hour, then fif- 
teen minutes. The large majority in 
that group of consecrated ministers who 
believed the Word of God were giving 
five minutes a day to prayer. 

After the opening prayer in a church 
court, a minister who was evidently im- 
patient at the moments given to prayer, 
was heard to say, “Now we can get 
down to business!” 

Prayer was fundamental, not supple- 
mental, in the life and ministry of our 
Lord. He regularly went apart to pray. 
He spent ‘long periods in prayer. He 


” 


place do | give to prayer and the 


What 
Bible in my life and Christian service? 


There are great fundamentals, or 
foundation truths, which are the 
basis of our Christian faith. There 
are also fundamentals of practice 
which are absolutely vital to all 
Christian service, and witheut which 
such service bcomes cold and in- 
effective. The Editors are glad to 
share with readers of the Times two 
strong articles on some of these very 
important principles, by the presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College. Next 
week Dr. McQuilkin) will discuss the 
place that should be given by every 
Christian to personal witnessing and 
an interest in foreign missions. 





lifted His heart instinctively in prayer 
on every occasion. He gave thanks for 
all things. He prayed without ceasing. 
He spent all night in prayer when some 
important decision was to be made. He 
was truly “a man of prayer.” 

When the business affairs of the 


Church began to press upon the apostles, - 


and they saw that their prayer life 
would be hindered, deacons were ap- 
pointed to take charge of that business, 
and they gave themselves to prayer and 
the ministry of the Word. Prayer was 
fyndamental in the early Church. Paul 
was a man of prayer. When the testi- 
mony of most of us Christian workers 
would be a testimony to failure in 
prayer, we find that every mention of 
prayer on the part of Paul was a testi- 
mony to faithfulness in prayer. He did 
not cease to pray for them. He counted 
on their prayers for his ministry. 

Prayer certainly is not a substitute for 
work. There is a time to stop praying: 
“Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they go 
forward.” But the other side of this 
truth is that prayer is one of the greatest 
factors in going forward. Prayer is work. 
Prayer is power. 

In our Lord’s farewell message, serv- 
ice is definitely linked with prayer. One 
of the great gifts He was to leave with 
them was this gift of the new and liv- 
ing way into the most holy place. Our 
Lord said: “He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do‘shall he do also; 
and. greater works. than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father.” 
In our English versions there is a period 
after this sentence in John 14:12. But 
the punctuation is not inspired. If we 
leave this period out, we shall get the 
startling message our Lord was giving: 
“Greater works .. . because I go unto 


Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask any thing in my I 
will do it” (John 14:13, 14). It is 
Lord Jesus at the right hand of 
who uses His disciples to do 
works. He has all power now, 
than He had in the days of 
(Matt. 28:18; Phil. 2:7, R.V.). 
is to pray in the Spirit, to 
name o& Christ. In other 
is fundamental. Prayer is not a 
mental help to our Christian 
It is of the essence of getting miracle 
things accomplished. 

But this article is not a message on 
prayer. It is to press home the inquiry, 
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His 
Our 
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day, and our Christian service, accord- 
ing to this truth that prayer for the 
Christian is to be fundamental, not sup- 
plemental. The Psalmist said, “But I 
give myself unto prayer” (Psa. 109:4). 
Notice that “but.” He is thinking of his 
adversaries, of the difficulties and prob- 
lems in life; but there is a glorious 
“but.” Literally, the words are, “But 
I—prayer.” Victory in prayer means 
victory all along the line. 

In the beginning of my ministry, I 
had the privilege of conducting a Bible 
and missionary conference in the church 
of the sainted Dr. Joseph Kelly of Wash- 
ington. It was my first conference. I do 
not recall what messages I gave, nor 
the results of the meeting. I do remem. 
ber the farewell word of Mrs. Joseph 
Kelly. I thought I had never lived ih 
a house with one who was nearer to 
the Lord than Dr. Kelly's wife. Both 
of them went to be with Christ some 
years ago. Mrs. Kelly said, as she bade 
me good-by: “If you ever think of me, 
I want you to ask of the Lord just one 
thing. Please ask Him to make me a 
woman of prayer. I’m not.” 


The Requirement for Prayer 


Those last two words startled me, 
There is a sense, of course, in which 
every Christian feels that he is not a 
man of prayer,.or a woman: of prayer, 
in the way that he longs to be. Through 
the years I must confess that as I thought 
of Mrs. Kelly, my first prayer would be, 
“Lord, make me a man of prayer.” 

Let one word be added about making 
prayer fundamental. The requirement 
for prayer is not strength, but weakness. 
It does not mean we must be powerful 
Christians, great witnesses for Christ. 
The very essence of prayer indicates 
that on our part, as we cry out unto 
God, we have no power. “We look to 
Another. He has all power. Prayer 
changes things because God changes 
things. 

E ery Christian is called to be a mam 
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of prayer, a woman of prayer. By His 
grace, let us make prayer fundamental. 





As I meditated on this searching and 
disturbing question about my prayer 
life, there came another question, like 
unto it, “Is the Bible fundamental or 
supplemental in my life?” What place 
should the Bible have in the life of every 
Christian, not of the Christian minister 
only, or the Bible teacher, but of every 
Christian? All would agree that there 
should be a devotional reading of the 
Bible in the morning, or perhaps in the 
morning and evening. We agree also 
that there should be a family altar. Such 
a standard would be higher than the 
standard of many Christians, and even 
ministers. Nevertheless, this is making 
the Bible supplemental, is it not? 

How much of our day is given to the 
reading of newspapers and magazines, 
and books, and other literature that is 
not compulsory reading? Many of us 
during the war found ourselves spend- 
ing hours reading interesting articles 
and prophecies of noted writers and 
commentators, only to discover that their 
wisest comments were made foolish by 
the events of a few days or a few weeks. 
In any case, if we count the time spent 
on all our reading, and compare it with 
the actual time given to reading the 
Bible, would it indicate that the Bible 
is fundamental or supplemental? 

This question, is the Bible fundamental 
or supplemental, is not a question that 
concerns the great mass of professing 
Christians. It is a personal question for 
the devoted Christian. Do I really have 
a passion to know the Word of God? 
If it is true that we have a Book that 
is God’s Word to men as to what we 
are to believe concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man, and what is 
God’s provision for salvation and for 
power in living, would it not be most 
reasonable to make this Book funda- 
mental in our lives? 

An ominous thing has taken place in 
America. American education, from pri- 
mary grades to the university, was estab- 
lished on the foundations of the Chris- 
tian faith. The underlying basis of all 
character training was the message of 
the Word of God. In large degree the 
books that were used for our children 
in the schools of a past generation were 
books that emphasized Christian moral- 
ity at every point. The fathers that 
founded America believed profoundly in 
the separation of church and state, but 
they believed just as profoundly in the 
co-operation of the church and state in 
the training of the children. They were 
careful to keep sectarianism out of the 
public schools. They had no thought of 
keeping God out of the public schools. 
Today we find that the intent of the 
Constitution in stating that Congress 
shall make no law establishing or sup- 
porting religion, has been utterly per- 
. verted and has been used to take the 
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Bible out of our public school system. 
We have secularized education, and the 
process has been so gradual and so subtle 
that leaders are only now. wakening to 
the fact that we have departed from 
the foundation principles of our nation, 

d are seeking to build a magnificent 
structure with no sure founwation. The 
tragedy of American education today is 
the attempt to achieve character without 
Christ. Yes, the Bible is fundamental 
in true education. 


Recently there has been worked out 
in one of the states a splendid program 
for training teachers more effectively. 
All the qualifications that teachers 
should have in order to give to the 
children what they need were carefully 
listed. The colleges were instructed to 
provide the courses required for culture, 
for the appreciation of music and art 
and literature, for the knowledge of his- 
tory and science, of social studies and 
psychology. The large majority of the 
teachers and the superintendents, and 
the leaders of education in that state 
are professing Christians, many of them 
active in the churches. But in the 
prospectus outlining teacher qualifica- 
tions and courses not one single word 
was said about the necessity of knowing 
anything about the Bible, or anything 
about God. One could suppose that there 
was no such being as a personal God, 
and certainly no such book as the Bible, 
and that Christian faith had no part in 
the training of the teachers of our youth. 
Later, over the protests of some of the 
Christian officials, Bible was permitted 
under social studies. 

If the Bible is what it claims to be, 
then it is indeed “the Book.” The often- 
quoted conversation between Sir Walter 
Scott and his son-in-law Lockhart is 
doubtless true. On his deathbed Sir 
Walter Scott said, “Bring me the Book.” 
He had one of the largest libraries in 
England, and out of. those thoysands of 
precious books, “Which book do you 
want?” his son-in-law asked. “There is 
only one Book,” was the answer, “the 
Bible.” 

We cannot find words to express our 
view of the wonder of this Book. But 
the personal question comes, is it for 
us. fundamental or supplemental in our 
lives? Do we feed on it, “hearing His 
voice in every line”? 

We should, of course, all have our 
quiet time, our devotional reading of 
the Bible in the morning, or in the morn- 
ing and the evening. We should all have 
our family prayers, and the regular read- 
ing of God’s Word. But we should not 
confine our reading to these stated times. 
We should study it, and dig into the 
truths of the Word, and make it a vital 
part of our lives and our activities. We 
should give a good part of the Lord’s 
Day to reading the Book, and reading 
it for living. If the Book is fundamental 
and not supplemental, it is to control 
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our living and our Christian activities, 

Of course, I understand that most 
Christians “do not have time” to do this. 
But we take time for what we want to 
do. We have time for the things that 
are absolutely fundamental in our lives. 
We all have twenty-four hours a day, 
and most of us waste or use poorly sev- 
eral of those hours. 

A startling illustration of how the 
Bible is made supplemental is found in 
the preaching that goes forth from thou- 
sands of pulpits today. The Bible is 
supplemental, not fundamental, in a 
large number of sermons, possibly in the 
majority of messages that come from 
Christian pulpits. I am not thinking 
here primarily of the new paganism, 
falsely called modernism, which is, poi- 
soning our preaching and our churches. 
I mean that multitudes of ministers who 
believe that every word of the Bible 
is true are nevertheless not making the 
Word fundamental in their preaching. — 

But the burden of this message is to 
bear a personal testimony to the fact 
that this searching and disturbing ques- 
tion has come to me again and again, 
“In your life, is the Bible fundamental 
or supplemental?” By His grace, the 
Word of God should be as definitely 
fundamental in the life of every Chris- 
tian leaders. The latter were alarmed at 
Jesus, and in the life and ministry of 
Paul. 


(To be concluded next week) 
we 


Exploring a New Area 
for Evangelism 


By A. H. Armerding 


IDESPREAD industrial unrest now 

sweeping the nation was antici- 
pated by both Christian and non-Chris- 
tian leaders. The latter. were alarmed at 
the prospect, and took some steps to head 
off the trouble, but their actions were, 
and still are, wholly inadequate. The 
very evident failure of human schemes 
for solving the problem derives from 
their failure to: get to the root of the 
matter. This root is plainly stated in 
Scripture, “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 
17:9). 

Over a year ago a small group of 
Christian businessmen were invited by 
the National Association of Evangelicals 
to make a study of the industrial situa- 
tion and to make recommendations for 
reaching this needy field with the Gos- 
pel of Christ. A survey was. conducted 
to determine what had been done in this 
area and the success or failure of vari- 
ous methods. 

This survey revealed that so-called 
“industrial chaplains” had been success- 
ful in a few cases in plants owned or 
managed by Christians, but attempts to 
carry on an effective work in .non- 
Christian plants generally met with 
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Lesson for January 6 


failure. Where such industrialists were 
approached regarding the employment 
of chaplains, they did not give evidence 
of any definite interest. It soon became 
apparent that an entirely new approach 
and technique must be developed. 

Early in 1946 a course of study was 
prepared for the training of men for 
service as chaplains in industry. This 
course was first offered as a seminar 
at Wheaton College during the summer, 
and several men were graduated. During 
the training period the idea of pre- 
paring men to serve as “chaplain coun- 
selors” crystallized, and the new tech- 
nique was called by a newly-coined 
name, “Theopsychotherapy.” Of about 
fifty industrialists who have been inter- 
viewed regarding the employment of 
these chaplain counselors, over half 
showed substantial interest. 3 

The selection, training, and placement 
of chaplain counselors being beyond the 
scope of the original Commission for 
Industrial Chaplaincies, plans were 
made, with the approval of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, to form a 
separate corporation to carry on the 
work. The new corporation, called 
“Chaplain Counselors for Industry,” was 
organized in October at New York City. 
The Board of Trustees consists of most 
of the members of the original Commis- 
sion and several new members. Mr. 
Ernest L. Chase was selected to serve 
as director to continue the work of re- 
cruiting and training chaplain counselors 
which he had begun under the auspices 
of the original Commission. Plans are 
being made for another seminar at 
Wheaton during the summer of 1946, and 





Mr. A. Herman Armerding, author 
of this article, is a Consulting Engi- 
meer and President of the new or- 
ganization. Other officers are: Vice- 
President, J. F. Strombeck, President 
of the J. F. Strombeck Manufactur- 
tng Co.; Moline, Ill.; Secretary, Rollin 
M. Severance, President of the Sev- 
erance Tool Ind., Inc., Saginaw, 
Mich.; Treasurer, Erling C. Olsen, 
President of the Fitch Investors 
Service, New York City; Director, 
Ernest L. Chase, Industrial Engineer. 
The headquarters of Chaplain Coun- 
selors for Industry, Inc., are at 1153 
Broad St., Newark 5, N. J. 











promotional work among industrialists 
is expected to prepare the way for ac- 
ceptance of all or most of these men 
upon their graduation. Applications are 
now being received. The educational 
and age requirements for candidates are 
similar to those for Army and Navy 
chaplains. 

It cannot be conclusively demonstrated 
that Christian workmen are better pro- 
ducers than non-Christian workmen and, 
even if it could, the conversion of suffi- 
cient numbers to affect industrial pro- 
duction would be improbable. However, 
it can be demonstrated that the minis- 
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try of a well-trained chaplain counselor 
can do much to build up the morale of 
an industrial unit and substantially im- 
prove employer-employee relatio: In 
the process good numbers of se can 
be won for Christ, interest in spiritual 
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things can be stimulated, and attendance 
at local churches can be promoted. This 
new project merits the co-operation and 
prayerful interest of Christian churches 
and individuals. 


Newark, N. J. 


Bible Study Packets for Service Men 


How the Bible Meditation League is reaching service men and 
women for Christ, and helping them study the Word 


6¢7-\HAPLAIN, is it true or is it false 
that Jesus Christ is willing to for- 
give the blackest sinner in this camp 
just as He did the thief on the cross?” 
This question was asked of a chaplain 
who was conducting the closing lesson 
in “Through Luke in Fourteen Lessons: 
True or False?” in a Bible class in a 
camp. The teaching point in that par- 
ticular lesson was, “The thief who was 
not saved did not seek salvation.” 

“Why, it is true, of course; but why 
do you ask?” was the chaplain’s re- 
sponse. 

“Because there is a fellow down in 
my barracks who has been listening to 
a bunch of us talk about these ques- 
tions in the study book, and he says 
that he is the worst sinner in the world, 
but the would like to be saved, if Jesus 
will have him.” 

The One who said, “Him that cometh 


. to me I will in no wise cast out,” wel- 


comed that night the self-styled “black- 
est sinner in camp,” and the man be- 
came one of the dynamic witnesses for 
Christ. 

Hundreds of similar conversions have 
resulted in the Army and Navy of the 
United States and her Allies because of 
the fascinatingly unique Bible study 
courses sent, in a total of more than one 
and one-half million copies, to service- 
men and women making request of the 
Bible Meditation League, 810-11 Buckeye 
Building, Columbus 15, Ohio. These 
courses of study, which are provided 
free of cost, cover such subjects as “The 
Gospels of Mark, Luke, and John,” “The 
Acts 6f the Apostles,” “The New Testa- 
ment Interpretation of the Book of 
Proverbs,” “A Survey of the Bible, Great 
Characters of Bible History,” “Spiritual 
Victories of New Testament Converts,” 
“Military Events of the Bible,” and 
“Daily Meditations in the Scriptures,” 
in the characteristic language of the 
military life. 

One of these conversions has to do 


with a soldier who had been indifferent 


to things spiritual. He sent his story 
to the author of “I Am a Soldier” (one 
of the personalized meditations provided 
by the League). He told of the prayer 
meeting the chaplain held for his com- 
pany of men, just before time to depart 
for the battle line, and of the giving 
to each member of a copy of the medi- 
tation, saying, “I took a copy just be- 


cause the other fellows did.” Then he 
continued his story with the details af a 
night spent in a water-filled fox hole 
on a Pacific island; of the constant 
whistle of enemy machine gun bullets 
passing over’ his head; of the fear of 
death that gripped his heart, in the 
blackness of the night; and of his eager- 
ness for the dawn that he might read 
the message that the chaplain had rec- 
ommended. “With the first rays of the 
dawn, I was able to read that message, 
and it told me how Jesus died for me, 
a soldier, and how I could be saved by 
confessing my sins to Him and asking 
Him to save me. There in that fox hole, 
with the water clear up to my neck, 
Jesus saved my soul.” Some three 
months later, he wrote again to the Bible 
Meditation League, saying that he 
wanted to contribute three dollars 
monthly out of his pay so that “my 
buddies may have the same Testaments 
and studies I received.” 

Down in the Canal Zone, in an Army 
hospital, one of the patients asked many 
questions concerning the Christian life 
as he talked daily with the hospital 
orderly. This orderly offered to him a 
selection of a score of Bible study items, 
and he selected “The Gospel of John,” 
“For Honour and For Her,” and “The 
Way of Life,” all published by the Medi- 
tation League. Then came the night 
when he asked the orderly to help him 
pray, and he gave his life.to Christ. 
When asked by the orderly what had 
caused his sudden interest in spiritual 
victory, he quickly replied, “ “The Way 
of Life.’ I never knew there was so 
much to being a Christian until I read 
this pamphlet. From now on, with God’s 
help, I shall be one of His own, and 
shall be a joint heir of all heavenly 
blessings with Christ.” This case was 
reported by the orderly, who several 
years ago had been led to Christ in per- 
sonal evangelism by one of the Bible 
Meditation League workers. 

On an island of the Pacific a member 
of the Sea Bees has used the League’s 
material in organizing, among the 
natives, a Junior Church, a midweek 
prayer service, and a Christian Endeavor 
Society. He reports: “The natives here 
seem very anxious to learn about the 
Word of God, but do not seem to know 
how to put it into practice. . Your study 
kit is helping me to put the things be- 
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fore them in a more intelligent way.” 


« Servicemen in Germany report that 
German civilians and prisoners of war 
line up thirty to forty deep to await 
their turn to receive copies of the 
League’s. German translation Bible study 
material. One serviceman, a chaplain’s 
assistant, writes: “Nothing that Naziism 
could ever do could ill affect the power 
of Christianity. Naziism does instill hate 
and not love in the hearts of the younger 
Germans. But as we pass along, we 
hand out our Bible Meditation League 
printed literature, and they grab it, read 
it,-tell others about it, and thus it does 
the work that we cannot do because 
of our limited speech.” 

That Christian frierids may become 
acquainted with the type of Bible study 
material being provided for the service- 
men and women through the channel of 
the Bible Meditation League, the execu- 
tives of the League have offered to send 
free sample packets to all who write 
to them and make request. Backed by 
the prayers of faithful intercessors and 
supported by the gifts of faithful stew- 
ards, the League has provided, since 
Pearl Harbor, more than six millions of 
Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, and Bible 
study outlines, and provides weekly tens 
of thousands of Sunday school lesson 
leaflets for military centers in all parts 
of the world. 


Archaedlogical Light 
on the 
Lesson for January 6, 1946 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Associate Prof. of Archaeclogy, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


RCHAEOLOGICAL discoveries not 
A only corroborate the Bibie, they 

also serve to illuminate the Bible, 
giving us-commentary material which 
is useful in explaining the lesson and 
in driving home our points in an inter- 
esting way. Since a great deal of our 
newer commentary material comes to us 
from tke archaeological discoveries, it 
will be profitable to see what light is 
shed. on the portion of Scripture used 
for January 6, 1946, in the International 
Uniform Lesson, Exodus 1:8-14. 





The New King (Exod. 1:8) 
OST Bible students and archaeolo- 
gists have held that a foreign group 
called the Hyksos controlled Egypt dur- 
ing the early period of the sojourn of 
Israel in Egypt. These Hyksos came 
from Asia Minor, filtering into Egypt 
about 1900 B.C.1 They finally succeeded 
in controlling all of Egypt from about 


1“The Hyksos Reconsidered,” R. M. Eng- 
berg, 1939, pp. 25-34, cited in “What Mean 
These Stones,” by Millar Burrows, 1941, p. 89. 
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1730 to 1580 B.C., a period of one hun- 
dred fifty years. 


About 1580 B.C., the native Egyptians 
organized to drive out the Hyksos over- 
lords.” We have archaeolczical evidence 
of the struggle that was involved in this 
process, for the mummy of one of these 
native Egyptian rulers, Sekenenre by 
name, has been found, and it bears three 
holes in the skull, indications of three 
terrific blows which caused %és death? 
Our archaeological evidence shows that 
the son and successor of Sekenenre, 
Ahmose, organized the decisive push that 
resulted in driving the Hyksos out of 
Egypt (Ahmose’s name is also rendered 
Ahmosis, Amosis, Aahmes, and Amasis; 
Egyptian names are today spelled in a 
variety of ways, depending on whether 
they are in the form taken from Greek 
historians, or are transliterated from the 
Egyptian hieroglyphs; even. in the latter 
case, vowels are inserted by conjecture.3 


The Israelites, as well as the Hyksos, 
were Asiatics, and it is probably due to 
this fact that the Israelites were treated 
well in Egypt during the first part of 
their sojourn there. When the Hyksos 
were driven out, however, the newly- 
empowered native line of Egyptians, rep- 
resented by Ahmose and his successors, 
did not feel inclined to treat the Jews 
well, Their policy resulted in the -bond- 
age and oppression. It is held likely 
that the new king “who knew not 
Joseph” (Exod. 1:8) was Ahmose or one 
of the Pharaohs of this new iine of kings, 
who came to the throne about 1580 B.C. 


The rigorous treatment of the Israel- 
ites is illuminated by the archaeological 
discoveries that reveal the treatment 
meted out to their adversaries by the 
Egyptians. Ahmosé called together the 
nobles of Egypt and told them that, in 
regard to the Hyksos enemy. he intended 
to fall upon him and split him, to save 
Egypt and to smite the Asiatic.4 It is 
easy to see how this same line of Egyp- 
tian kings would have made the lives 
of the Israelites “bitter with hard bond- 
age” (Exod. 1:14), as evidenced in the 
early chapters of the Book of Exodus. 





The Treasure Cities (Exod. 1:11) 


NE of the tasks imposed on the Is- 

raelites by the Egyptians was the 
making of bricks for the construction of 
the treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses 
(Exod. 1:11). Several years ago (1883), 
the Swiss archaeologist Navilie exam- 
ined a site in northern Egypt called Tell 
el Maskhuta, and found inscriptions 
there bearing the word Pi-tum, meaning 
“House of the god Tum.” Since the 
name Pi-tum is apparently equivalent 
with the Pithom mentioned in the Bible, 
Naville identified the site of Tell el 





®“When Egypt Ruled the East,” Steindorff 
and Seele, Chicago, 1942, pp. 28, 29. 

8S. L. Caiger, “Bible and Spade,’’ London, 
1936, p. 64, note 1. 

*Steindorff and Seele, cp. cit., p, 30. 
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Maskhuta as one of the treasure cities 
built by the Israelites. In excavating 
the city, he found that some of the bricks 
were made without straw.5 

The identification of Pithom with the 
present-day site of Tell el Maskhuta was 
opposed by A, H. Gardiner and T. E. 
Peet, and the new “Westminster His- 
torical Atlas to the Bible”? indicates 
that the identification of Pithom with 
Tell el Maskhuta is wrong. Apparently 
no conviricing evidence has been ad- 
‘duced against the identification, however, 
and Albright acknowledges that the con- 
clusion of Naville that Pithom is repre- 
sented by Tell el Maskhuta has con- 
vinced most scholars, including Albright 
himself.8 

Several years after the work of Na- 
ville in 1883, the American archaeolo- 
gist, Melvin Grove Kyle, re-examined 
Tell el Maskhuta (1908). Dr. Kyle found 
that in the lowest courses of brick, the 
brieks had been made with straw, and 
that in the middle courses there was 
evidence of stubble roots, whereas the 
upper courses had no such binding mate- 
rial.8 This reflects the course of the 
bondage, during which the Israelites 
were first given straw, then later had 
to gather straw and stubble for them- 
selves (Exod. 5:7, 12), and finally had 
no straw at all for making the bricks 
(Exod. 5:18). 


WHEATON, ILL. 


5“"'The Store City of Pithom and the Route 
of the Exodus,”’ E. Naville, London, 1903, cited 
in “Archaeology and the Bible,” by G. A. Bar- 
ton, 7 edition, 1937, pp. 26, 27. 


¢“Egypt and the Old Testament,” T. E. 
Peet, Liverpool, 1924, pp. 86-88. 
7? Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1945, p. 


8 “Recent Discoveries in Bible Lands,” sup- 
plement to ‘“‘Young’s Concordance,” 1936, p. 6. 
®Kyle article on ‘“Pithom, Discoveries,” 
“International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,” 
1929, p. 2402A. ; 
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Teach It Over Again 
The value of review in each week's teaching 
By Dorothy C. Haskin 


ID you ever have a class in high 

school or in college that only met 
once a week? Yes, you learned, but 
each week when you went back to class, 
it seemed such a long time since you 
had been there! You almost forgot 
what you had been taught. That is 
the way it is with a Sunday school class. 


The opening exercises are for worship, 
but the class period is for learning. Each 
class period should begin with a review 
to refresh the student’s memory, and 
to have a foundation on which to build 
the new truth. Review what you have 
been teaching that quarter. If it is a 


book of the Bible, ask two or three ques- 
tions about each chapter you have al- 
ready studied. Each lesson had a prime 


(Continued on page 1044) 
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Lesson for Januaty 6 


LESSON 1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL T!MES 


JANUARY 6. A PEOPLE OPPRESSED, 


ty v 


Intemational Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 1 to 5; printed text, 1:8-14, 2:23-25 


Golden Text.—Avnd he said, Certainly | will be with thee.—Exod. 3:12 


Kore James Version 


Exod. 1:8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 


knew not Joseph. 


9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the 
children of Israel are more and mightier than we: 

10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they 
join also unto our .enemies, and fight against us, and so get them 


up out of the land. 


11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict 
them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure 


cities, Pithom and Raamses. 


12 But the more tHey afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of 


Israel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memozial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THESE early chapters of the Book 
I of Exodus, we see the beginnings of 
what afterward became a great and 
powerful nation—a people chosen by 
God to be His witnesses in the earth (Isa. 
43:10). We see them here in Egypt, suf- 
fering under the cruel bondage of Phar- 
aoh and his taskmasters. God permitted 
this, as we are told expressly in Psalm 
105: 25, in order to. give them to realize 
their need of a Deliverer, and so to pre- 
pare them for the great destiny He had 
purposed, as the nation from which the 
Lord Jesus was to come, who was to be 
the Saviour of the world (Rom. 9:4, 5). 
While there are many lessons we may 
all learn from the history of this peo- 
ple (1 Cor. 10:11; Rom. 15:4), it is a 
great mistake for any other nation to 
claim to be in covenant-relation with 
God in the sense that Israel was. 

It would be well to read carefully the 
first five chapters of Exodus in order 
to get the true background for all that 
God has afterward made known con- 
cerning this nation of Israel. He did 
not choose them because they were bet- 
ter than others, nor yet because they 
wer¢ mightier, wiser, or more powerful 
than other peoples (Deut. 7:6-8). He 
took them up in His grace when they 
were in abject slavery and utterly help- 
less (Deut. §:15Y and unable to deliver 
themselves. His heart went out to them 
in their misery and wretchedness, and in 
His compassion He raised up Moses to 
lead them out of their bondage and bring 
them into a place of liberty and bless- 
ing. Having once taken them into cove- 
nant-relation with Himself, He will never 
repudiate them, for His gifts and call- 
ings are without repentance (Rom. 11: 
29). Although now scattered among the 
nations, the day draws near when Israel 
will be restored to God and to their own 


13 And the Egyptians made the 


rigour: 


Owe 1 GAAL LY 
Cmte T Oh, aA P58. 
children of Israel to serve with 


14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 


morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in. the field: 
all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. 

Chap. 2:23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the 
king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason 
of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God 
by reason of the bondage. 


24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 


respect unto them. 
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land as a free people, no longer subject 
to Gentile tyranny (Isa. 11:10-14). 


The Historical Setting 


After the death of Joseph (1689 B.C.) 
conditions *soon changed for Israel in 
Egypt. A new dynasty superseded that 
under which Joseph was exalted to the 
premiership, and this new régime soon 
manifested its distrust of and hatred for 
the Israelites, who had increased greatly 
during their sojourn in that land. Strin- 
gent measures were taken to limit their 
birth rate and to curb their power and 
liberties. Eventually, they were en- 
slaved completely and treated with the 
utmost rigor and cruelty. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 1:8—‘A new king ... which 
knew not Joseph.” The former dynasty 
was overthrown through internal dis- 
sension and a new one entered into 
power. It is generally supposed, and 
apparently sustained by history, that 
the Hyksos, or shepherd kings, were the 
rulers of Egypt in Joseph’s days, but 
were driven out later on and succeeded 
by an Egyptian royal family who had 
been for years plotting to regain the 
throne. These strict nationalists did not 
have the sympathy with Israel that was 
manifested by the Hyksos, who came in 
originally from the East and overthrew 
the dynasty then in authority. 


Verse 9.—“The people of the children 
of Israel are more and mightier than 
we.” Like all governments newly come 
to power, the king now on the throne 
looked. with dread and suspicion upon 
what he would regard as an alien group, 
who might join with his enemies in plot- 
ting his destruction. — 

Verse 10.—“‘Let us deal wisely with 
them; lest they multiply ...and... 
join... our enemies.” The new Pharaoh 
felt that determined measures must be 
taken without delay to curb the grow- 
ing numbers of the Israelites and make 
it impossible for them to aid his enemies, 


covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had 
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whether friends of the former dynasty 
or those from without the borders of 
Egypt. Thus he hoped to make secure 
his own power and authority. 


Verse 11—“Therefore they did set over 
them taskmasters to afflict them.” By 
thus subjugating them, the king hoped 
to break their spirit and render them 
innocuous so far as threatening the peace 
of Egypt was concerned. As abject 
slaves, they labored under stern foré- 
men and were used to build the treas- 
ure cities of Pithom and Raamses. It is 
believed by Egyptologists that the sites 
of both of these cities have been dis- 
covered of late years. 


Verse 12—“The more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and 
grew.” All efforts to destroy Israel were 
in vain. The same is true down to the 
present time. God has promised that 
they shall abide forever and no weapon 
that is formed against them shall pros- 
per (Isa. 54:17). Many have imitated 
Pharaoh since, in his effort to destroy 
Israel, but all such attempts have ended 
not only in failure, but in the utter dis- 
comfiture of those who have tried thus 
to make the promise of God of no effect. 


Verse 13—“The Egyptians made the 
children of Israel to serve with rigour.” 
As in the case of the enslaved nations 
during recent years, the Egyptian Fas- 
cists used the most cruel and vindictive 
measures in order to weaken and destroy 
the Israelites. Nothing can exceed the 
inhuman methods that authoritarian 
tyrants use as a means of breaking down 
all resistance on the part of those they 
are determined to crush. 

Verse 14.—“They made their lives bit- 
ter with hard bondage.” In doing this, 
they reckoned without God, who was 
taking notice of all the oppression under 
which His people were suffering and in 
His own due time would free them from 
it. 

Chap. 2:23.—“The children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage .... 
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and their cry came up unto God.” God 
is never an indifferent spectator of the 
sufferings of His people. His heart is 
ever concerned about them. If He seems 
to tarry long before giving deliverance, 
it is because He desires to work out 
something in their experience that will 
be for eternal blessing. 


Verse 24.—“God heard . . . and God 
remembered.” He heard their groaning. 
Every sigh and every complaint went 
up to Him. All their tears were before 
Him. They were His covenant people, 
and He could not forget His promises 
miade to their fathers. They may have 
thought He turned a deaf ear to their 
cries, but it was far otherwise. He saw 
and heard all and the time was drawing 
near for Him to intervene on their be- 
half. ' 

Verse 25.—“God looked . . . God had 
respect. unto them.” What comforting 
words are these! He, who had called 
Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees and 
in after years bade Jacob fear not to 
go down into Egypt, beheld all the suf- 
ferings His chosen people were enduring 
and His heart went out to them. They 
were loved with an everlasting love (Jer. 
31:3). They may have imagined He did 
not care, that He was coldly indifferent 
to their bitter anguish, but, if so, they 
were mistaken. He felt for them and 
He was soon to act in power in order 
to free them from slavery and to deal 
in judgment with those who had op- 
pressed them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Just as Israel’s sufferings, under a 
cruel government that hated them and 
spurned the God they worshiped, proved 
eventually to be the very opportunity 
Jehovah desired to display His grace to 
the one and His righteous judgment to 
the other, so He deals with His people 
and those who oppress them, still. 

Israel was chosen in the furnace of 
affliction, that they might prove and 
value the more the loving-kindness of 
the Lord, and might become His peculiar 
treasure, a nation living under His spe- 
cial protection and blessing. 


Lesson Outline 

ISRAEL’S WRETCHED CONDITION 
. Changed conditions (Exod. 1:8) 
. Crafty plotting (vs. 9, 10) 
. Cruel measures (v. 11) 
. Continued increase (v. 12) 
Crushing indignities (vs: 13, 14) 
. Crying to God (chap 2:23) 
. Covenant remembered (v. 24) 
. Consideration given (v. 25) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Suffering in God’s Plan. Suffering is 
an experience that all must go through 
because of the fact that sin is in the 
world. The entire human race has fallen 
under. its curse. But God transmutes the 
base metal of suffering into the pure 
gold. of perfected experience when we 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. December 30.—World-Wide TFellow- 
lowship of Christians. 
Acts 10; Galatians 3:26-28; 1 John 1; 3; 4 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 13.—A People Delivered. 
Excdus 6 to 18 








learn to take all as from Himself and 
become submissive to His holy will. We 
learn lessons through suffering which 
could never be learned in any other way. 
It was thus with Israel. The same is 
true of God’s children in every age. 


Bondage a Prelude to Liberty. Israel 
would never have appreciated God’s de- 
livering grace if they had always dwelt 
in comfort in Egypt. What could Canaan 
have held for them if they found all 
their desires satisfied in Goshen? The 
cruel bondage under their heartless task- 
masters caused them to cry to God for 
relief and He answered in accordance 
with the goodness of His heart. 


Summaries and Applications 


Egypt is a type of this present evil 
world, from which we are delivered by 
identification with Christ in His death 
(Gal. 1:4). 

Pharaoh typified Satan, as the prince 
and god of this world (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 
4:4) from whose dominion we are set 
free by the cross of Christ (Col. 1:13). 

Just as Israel were in bondage to the 
taskmasters who embittered their lives, 
so all are by nature in bondage to sin, 
and unable to free themselves from its 
power. 

Israel would never have cried for de- 
liverance if they had not felt the sting 
of the taskmaster’s lash; nor does the 
sinner call upon God for salvation until 
he realizes the bondage into which he 
has fallen because of sin. 

It is useless trying to ‘point men to 
the Savicur who have never felt their 
need of Him. God first shows people 
their lost condition, and then reveals 
the way of salvation through Christ and 


‘His finished work. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT led to the changed attitude of 
the Egyptians toward Israel? 

2. How was it that the new king 
“knew not Joseph,” who had been next 
in power to the previous Pharaoh? 

3. What did the Egyptians fear? 

4. Why did God permit His people to 
suffer so keenly? 

5. Why did Moses hesitate at first when 
God called him? 


6. How did the Lord convince Moses to 
surrender himself for service? 


7. Why was God concerned about Israel’s 
bondage? 


8 What prayer should be made before 
we respond to calls for help, either finan- 
cial or personal? 


(Answers on page 1044) 
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four illustrations. 

Uppertaker — Undertaker — Caretaker. 
—And he said, Certainly I will be with 
thee (Exod. 3:12, Golden Text). God 
was uppertaker to Enoch and. Elijah; 
God was undertaker to Moses; God is 
caretaker to every believing child of 
His.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; 
and Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


‘ Locomotives.—Therefore they did set 
over them taskmasters to afflict them 
with their burdens (Exod. 1:11). Our 
biggest, blackest troubles are often the 
locomotive drawing our richest treasure | 
train. Keep that in mind when your 

hopes seem to be crumbling, and see 
how “all right” things will turn out.— 
From “Gathered Gems.” Sent by L. G. 
James, ‘Foronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Tie a Prayer Knot.—And they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage 
(Exod. 1:14). When you come to the 
end of your rope, tie a prayer knot, 
and hang on.—From “Prayer Proverbs,” 
by W. T. McLean. Sent by Mrs. Rob- 
ert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


No Explanation Necessary —And they 
cried, and their cry came up unto God 
(Exod. 2:23). “How do you explain it?” 
asked one who heard an old saint tell 
of a wonderful answer to prayer. “I 
don’t,” she answered simply. “I just 
took the Lord at His word, and He took 
me at mine.”"—From God’s Revivalist. 
Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


As If No Other Child —And God heard 
their groaning (Exod, 2:24). Dr. Forsyth 
told the story of a friend of his who 
was taken over a sheep farm in Australia 
at the time of shearing, and how the 
guide took one little lamb from a pen 
and placed it in a huge enclosure with 
some thousands of sheep, where the 
noise of the bleating sheep and the 
shouting of the shearers was deafening. 
The lamb remained still for a moment, 
then it cried, and its cry was answered 
by the mother at the other end of the 
enclosure along which the lamb walked 
to its mother who came to meet it. “Do 
not imagine that you are beyond the 
reach of God,” said the doctor. “He 
sees you as if there were no other child 
in the whole world.”—-From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; and M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


How I Knew Her Mother.—And God 
looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect unto them (Exod. 2: 
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Lesson for January 6 


25). Dr. ‘W. M. Taylor in his book, 
“David, King of Israel,” says: “Travel- 
ing once on a train, among my fellow 
passengers was a little child who romped 
and-was at home with everybody. Had 
anyone looked at her while she was 
frolicking thus, he would not have been 
able to tell to whom she belonged — she 
seemed to be the property of every- 
one. But soon the engine gave a loud 
shriek as we plunged into a dark tunnel, 
and in a moment the child flew like 
a bird to: nestle herself in a lady’s lap. 
I knew then who was her mother. So 
in the day of prosperity the good man 
may go hither and thither and there may 
nét be very much to tell whose he is; 
but let him be sent through some dark 
tunnel of affliction and you will see at 
once to whom he belongs.”—From the 
Christian Beacon. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Now there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph” (Exod. 
1:8).—A change of administration is al- 
ways a precarious time— but doubly so 
when the new ruler is ignorant of the 
One of whom Joseph is such a striking 
type! The people of God are the chief 
sufferers: when such a change occurs. 

This singular change came as the Is- 
raélites “were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed 
exceeding mighty” (v. 7). 

Abraham was definitely told how long 
Israel would be in Egypt, how they 
would be treated while there, and how 
they would be delivered (Gen. 15:13, 14). 

Surely Abraham passed this informa- 
tion on to some of his seed, for such 
revelations were highly prized by those 
who received them. But there is no 
record of any of the Israelites in Egypt 
being on the alert for the fulfillment 
of that promised deliverance. (See 
Acts. 7:17.) 

Had they been exercised about the 
promise they would have known the 
time was upon them, and they would 
have prepared themselves for the af- 
fliction and oppression that followed, for 
Abraham was told that the Egyptians 
would afflict them. 

They were so fruitful, prosperous, and 
mighty in Egypt that they either forgot 
or ignored the fact that although they 
were in Egypt, they were not of it and 
they were to return to Canaan. 

Hence the balmy south wind of pros- 
perity must change to the cold north 
wind of oppression. 

A missionary and her native Bible 
woman were walking along a country 
path when the wind suddenly changed 
from temperate to bitter coldness that 
seemed to-chill their very bones. The 
Bible woman said, “I don’t think the 
.Lord loves us very much today !” 
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When the missionary asked, “Why?” 
she answered, “Because He allows this 
cold wind to blow on us.” 

How different was the language of 
an aged sister who is on a bed of ill- 
ness from which in all probability she 
will not rise. She said, “The Lord is so 
precious to me, and I think He is even 
more so in my illness—for He seems 
so close!” This sister knew the Lord 
loves to minister to His own in a very 
special way during times of affliction 
and trial. 


“But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew” (v. 12). 
—The more the early Christians were 
persecuted the more they multiplied and 
grew. The blood of the martyrs was 
the seed of the Church. The Psalmist 
said, “Surely the wrath [or fury] of 
man shall praise thee: the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain” (Psa. 76:10). 

Regarding all the hard treatment the 
Apostle Paul received from the Jews 
and Romans, he could say, “The things 
which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel” (Phil. 1:12-18). 

While I was conducting evangelistic 
services in a small Midwest town, per- 
secution raged to such a pitch that the 
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persecutor attempted to break into the 
house wherein I sojourned — and he fol- 
lowed me on the street with an open, 
long-bladed knife in his hand; and he 
also hid f) ambush with a shotgun. The 
Lord overruled all these attempts to the 
arousing of interest on the part of per- 
sons who ordinarily would not have been 
interested. The more the persecution 
continued, the more souls were saved 
and saints edified and the community 
stirred. As soon as the persecution sub- 
sided, the keen interest subsided. 


“And they were grieved [the word 
implies “fear” and “aversion”] because 
of the children of Israel” (v. 12).—In 
verse 9 the Egyptians had said, “The 
children of Israel are more and mightier 
than we.” Fear, aversion, and envy are 
a trinity of evil! 

How true it is that the people of God 
are “mightier” than the worldlings of 
whom the Egyptians are types! But not 
“mightier” in their own strength! The 
secret of that superior might is revealed 
in the words, “because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). And again, “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” 
(Rom. 8:31; see also 2 Kings 6: 13-17.) 

Envy is called “a green-eyed monster,” 
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and can do much mischief, Someone 
has said, “Envy makes the bricks which 
failure throws at success.” It was envy 
that sold Joseph into Egypt, “but God 
was with him” (Acts 7:9). It was envy 
that delivered Jesus to Pilate (Mark 
15:10). It was envy that closed the door 
of special privilege to the Jews (Acts 
13: 45-52). 

H. L. Mencken says, “Men always-hate 
most what they envy most.” The Apos- 
tle James says, “For where envying and 
strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work.” “Love envieth not” (1 Cor. 
13:4). : 

“God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant, ... And God 
looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect unto them [or took 
knowledge of their state]” (Exod. 2: 
24, 25).—How often the word “God” ap- 
pears in this section! The bondage and 
affliction had the good effect of making 
Israel conscious of their misery, their 
weakness, and their need of God. Egypt 
has lost its attraction for them now. It 
spells death to them. Their cry for help 
went up to God, and He responded. 

It ‘is quite generally acknowledged 
that the wretched conditions produced 
by the recent war and the constant fac- 
ing of danger and death caused more 
people to turn to God through Christ 
than all the prosperity of peace times. 

And concerning Israel’s future restora- 
tion, the Lord says, “In their affliction 
they will seek me early” (Hos. 5:15). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, Thou who hast in all the ages 
been the sufficient guarantee of Thy 
promises to Thy followers, we turn to 
Thee today with thankful hearts be- 
cause of Thy great goodness to us. Thou 
art leading us into the ways of peace 
across the world, and peace prevails 
where war has worked its havoc. Thou 


knowest the way Thou hast taken, and . 


we would walk with Thee. We have 
ample assurance of Thy prevailing pres- 
ence when we do not turn away from 
Thee to follow our own devices. We 
would rest with complete assurance in 
Thy promises to Thy people, knowing 
that when the clouds seem heavy and 
threatening the heavenly breezes make 
the sky clear for those who give them- 
selves to Thee in untroubled faith. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. 


After the Lesson.—“Certainly I will be 
with thee.” Those words are in our 
Golden Text for today. To what great 
leader of the people were these words 
spoken? No wonder Moses went for- 
ward confident of God’s presence. See- 
ing through the cloud of difficulty that 
opposed him, Moses rested upon the one 
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great fact of his leadership —-God was 
with him. What difference did it make? 
He could count upon the King to help 
him. After all, it was God’s plan for 
Egypt that he must find and follow. 
God had said, “Certainly I will be with 
thee” — and was ever the heavenly part- 
nership more pldinly set forth to any 
leader of the people? It. was because 
Moses keenly felt his own weakness that 
he rested in the strength implied to him 





Fonownc GOD'S PLAN 
“CERTAINLY I WILL BE WITH THEE” 











in “Certainly I will be with thee.” Can 
we always count upon God to be with 
us in our rightful tasks? Yes, we can 
when He has pointed out the way, and 
we are walking in it. May we not 
quietly thank Him today for that strong 
word “certainly,” pointing out His part- 
nership in the work to which He has 
called us? Let us realize He is our 
partner in the work committed to our 
care. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a great philosopher has 

said that “the best test of the measure 
of a man is in relation to great move- 
ments, great problems, and great tasks. 
A small man will be overwhelmed by 
them, or else be unaware of their pres- 
ence and significance, and therefore in- 
effective; but a man with red bood in 
his veins will rejoice in that it is his 
to relate himself to the great things 
which God is doing in the world.” 


To a shepherd, a fugitive from a king’s 
wrath, in a desert, a burning bush brings 
the challenge to a great movement, a 
great problem, a great task. it is not 
to Moses’ discredit that he was appalled 
and that he hesitated until he fully 
realized it was God calling him and that 
God would sustain him. He accepted the 
call and entered into the greatest career 
of leadership any mere man was ever 
privileged to have. 


«The call of God to Moses and the cir- 
cumstances were unique. There has 
never been anything just like it before 
or since: But all of God’s calls are 
unique. God’s movements have infinite 
variety; He is never commonplace, as we 
understand that term. Rather, He lifts 
the commonplace into dignity and glory. 
If you have thought that your relation- 
ship to spiritual things was dull and 
uninteresting, you have only to yield 
yourself to the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit—and right there in your desert 
you will see your “burning bush.” It 
may not be like the one Moses saw, but 
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it will be a burning call even more 
thrilling to you, because it will be your 
call and no one else’s. 


I am convinced that ariy believing 
Christian can have God’s call to high 
service if he is willing to listen for it 
with a yielded will. The time and place 
of the call is a matter of small conse- 
quence. It will hardly be in the halls 
of Congress, or on Pike’s Peak, or riding 
down Broadway in a shower of confetti; 
it may be on the way to or from school, 
or while mowing the grass in the yard, 
or on a path in the woods, or in the 
quiet of his own room where he has re- 
tired for the night. No matter where 
or when, if he is listening for it, the 
call will come clear and definite. 


Moses was doubtless spending a very 
monotonous morning when his call came. 
It was on “the backside of the desert.” 
The only sign of life was sheep; sheep 
nibbling at the grass all day long, such 
as they could find. The most exciting 
break of the day would be getting them 
to a pool of water—like taking a sip 
during the course of a meal. That was 
some diversion, perhaps; but it was 
pretty much the same thing all day long, 
from early morning till evening; then 
lead them to the fold and put them up 
for the night. 


Moses’ thoughts could not have been 
very happy during those long days on 
the back side of the desert. His former 
life as a highly privileged member of 
Pharaoh’s’ family in Egypt must have 
stirred within him visions of a high 
career. Instead of that, for forty years 
now he had simply been a humble shep- 
herd —- and a fugitive from avenging jus- 
tice, at that. Yet I am confident that 
Moses never lost the sense of his con- 
viction that God had some high task 
for him. It is implied: in the word 
“faith,” which you find in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews, where it is stated 
that “by faith Moses, when he was come 
to years, refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter; chdosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 


for a season” (Heb. 11:24, 25). It ‘was’ 


that faith that enabled him to get the 
message of the burning bush. He had 
to wait a long time, but the call finally 
came — wonderful and clear. 

Fellows, you may be on the back side 
of your desert. The temptation is to 
say, “What’s the use?” and to drift into 
the cheap indulgence of an aimless life. 
Be patient and listen for the call. Down 
in Egypt, God was working out His pro- 
gram for Moses, while Moses waited and 
served out his appointed monotony day 
by day on the back side of the desert. 
Then the big news “broke” which 
ushered him into his God-chosen, God- 
prepared, God-appointed task. And— 
what a man! what a job! what a Lord 
to serve! 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Lesson for January 6 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 
Topic and Scripture: 
A Basket Boat 
(Exod. 2:1-10, 23, 24) 
ODAY we begin a new year of les- 
-& sons. I hope we can make them 
more interesting to children than we 
have ever done. The older I get, the 
more I realize how we fail to meet the 
children’s needs. I learn every day from 


‘my grandchildren. My oldest grandson, 


seven and a half, steadily refuses to go 
with his family to the Youth for Christ 
Meeting, and stays with me. Last night 
he told me why. He said, “Grandma, I 
don’t want to go, because there are too 
many people, and I don’t know what 
the man is talking about, and I can’t 
keep awake, and I hate to go to sleep 
before all those people.” I asked him 
if he could understand what the pastor 
was talking about on Sunday morning. 
He thought a moment and said, “No, not 
most of the time. Sometimes he tells 
some stories, but generally I look at the 
people.” It was really getting the in- 
side information on a little heart, so I 
asked another question. “What about 
the Sunday school class? Do you under- 
stand what the teacher gives you?” He 
said there was a lot he didn’t get, but 
he always got something, he liked his 
teacher, and tried to listen. 


Unquestionably there are some of the 
Sunday school lésgons that are difficult 
to teach Primary children. There are 
many parfs of the Bible that little chil- 
dren cannot understand, but let us make 
an earnest, prayerful effort to find at 
least one point of contact with the child’s 
world, in every lesson. Our greatest fault 
is teaching and preaching over the 
child’s head. 


Take lessons from the ‘public school 
teacher. Keep lessons simple and in- 
teresting. Just now children are fas- 
cinated with “Dot-to-Dot” pictures. A 
young friend has drawn a set of them 
for this quarter’s lessons,1 which have 
been advertised in the Tmves. They 
would help you teach. Your children 
love to do things, and they remember 
best what they do. Use the flannel 
board, but not to the exclusion of hand- 
work for the children. 

‘Teach them a verse each week, but 
make it a short one. 


This first lesson is an easy one to teach, 
for every child loves the thrilling story 
of the baby hid in the bulrushes, and 
the breathless moment when the princess 
came down to bathe. Make it a breath- 
less moment! Here comes the princess! 
Miriam hardly breathes. The princess 
cannot help seeing the little basket. 





1The “Dot-to-Dot” Pictures—a picture for 
each lesson of the quarter — may be obtained 
from Miss Marion Hardie, 227 Walden St., 
Modesto, Calif.; set of 13, 15 cents; 10 or 
more sets, 10 cents each. 
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What will she do about it? Oh, she’s 
sending her servant after it! And Moses 
is crying—tears that changed the his- 
tory of the world. The princess is ten- 
derhearted. She knows it is a Hebrew 
baby, but God had moved her to love 
this baby —so she takes him to be her 
own son. Then clever little Miriam 
comes to the front. I’m sure the prin- 
cess knew that the nurse was the mother 
of Moses, but again she didn’t care. God 
was taking care of that baby! 

Then apply the lesson. God will take 
care of each one of you children if you 
will let Him. He asks just one thing: 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Then 
you become God’s child, and God always 
takes care of His children. 

Learn the Memory Verse. 

If they do not know this chorus, teach 
it to them — . 

God will take care of you, 

Through every day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you; 

God will take care of you! 

Monvesto, CALIF. 

We 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Facing Dangers Together 
(Exod. 2:1-10, 23, 24) 


N THIS last war Hitler hated the 

Jews ahd planned to have them all 
killed. Many were put to death in cruel 
ways; others starved. Long ago another 
dictator was mean to the Jews. He 
made slaves of them. Exodus 1:22 tells 
one cruel law he made. The river was 
the Nile. Perhaps you know what coun- 
try that would be. (Egypt. Use the 
map.) Can you explain how the Jews 
came to be in Egypt? (Review the story 
of Joseph and Jacob.) 

Miriam was a girl perhaps ten years 
old. She had a little brother three years 
old named Aaron. Then came a brand 
new baby brother. Did Miriam’s mother 
and daddy want to throw this baby into 
the river? Of course not. But some- 
body might tell on them or the king’s 
soldiers might hear the baby crying. 
However, what did they do, for three 
months? (Exod. 2:2.) By that time his 
little lungs were getting stronger, and 
his mother couldn’t keep the baby out 
of sight all the time. 

One day God gave the mother an 
idea. She would put the baby in the 
river, but not the way the king had 
commanded (v. 3). One morning when 
daddy went off to work in the brick 
yards he kissed his little son good-by 
with a prayer in his heart, wondering 
whether he would ever see him again. 
Then mother took the baby in the bas- 
ket and placed him in a quiet place 


among the reeds. What was Miriami’s- 


job while mbdther went back to her work 
and little Aaron? (v. 4.) For awhile the 
basket with baby brother just lay there 
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quietly floating up and down on the sur- 
face of the water. But by and by a 
happy group of big girls dressed in rich 
clothes came along. Who were they? 
(vs. 5, 6.) What happened? Then came 
Miriam’s part (vs. 7, 8). The princess 
and the mother made arrangements. for 
bringing up the baby, and the happy 
mother took him away home again. He 
stayed there until he grew up to be 
quite a big boy, when he went away to 
live with the princess who had rescued 
him. * 

Wasn’t that a grand way to obey the 
king and yet have the baby saved? How 
nicely God made everything work to- 
gether to save this baby’s life! 

Did anybody in your family ever get 
very sick so people were afraid he 
would die? How anxious everybody was 
to help make the sick person comfortable 
and get better! The doctor gave the 
best medicine and perhaps stayed all 
night. The older people watched the 
sick one, cooked the food he could eat, 
fixed his bed, and gave him his medi- 
cine. The older children didn’t quarrel, 
but ran errands and talked in quiet 
voices. Even the little children helped 
by being quiet and not shouting. Every- 
one did all he could, but only God could 
make the person get well. We always 
need His help in every danger. In Ex- 
odus 3:12 you will find God’s own prom- 
ise made to Moses when the danger 
seemed great: “And he said, Certainly 
I will be with thee” (Memory Verse). 

So when trouble or danger comes, do 
all you can to help, and ask God, too. 
Everybody helps, but God helps most. 

Write vertically in colored capitals 
the name of Miriam. For Bible drill 
complete the acrostic as below: 

’ M ark 10:27 
I saiah 26:3 
K omans 8:28 
I saiah 41:10 
A cts 16:31 
M atthew 28:20b 
Bucxsport, MAINE. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


A Person Is NEEDED — 


NDIVIDUALS need God, and God 

needs individuals. Last week some 
of the neighbors met to study and pray 
about spiritual conditions and human 
needs in Africa, America, aad Alpaugh 
(Calif.), needs that only the Spirit of 
Christ can ultimately change. “What 
can a small group of women like us do 
about these needs?” asked our leader. 
As hearts are stirred with living pie- 
tures of actual situations, we can more 
intelligently pray; we will be eager to 
give of our material resources; and ‘be 
more ready to participate in personal 
service as the Lord directs us. No need 
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is too far away for our prayers and per- 
sonal ‘concern. 

Yet opportunities for serbice are not 
all-in distant places. Also, last week, 
I was in the Southern California Child 
Evangelism. Fellowship office, which 
overlooks a park. “Sometimes,” said 
one of the teachers, “I wish I could go 
down there and issue a call for volun- 
teérs to teach a Bible class. It seems 
inconsistent that so many people should 
be apparently idle when we have such 
a tremendous need for workers.” 


How does the Lord choose His 
workers? -He does not want people who 
have nothing else to do except to oc- 
cupy a park bench in idleness. Look at 
the pattern of Moses’ life. When was 
the need of his people first impressed 
upon his mind? (Exod. 2:11, 12.) What 
might Moses have done instead of tak- 
ing the law into his own hands? He 
might have prayed that the Lord would 
show him what he could do to help 
these oppressed people. As it was, he 
had to wait forty years before he could 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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begin to change conditions that wrung 
his heart that day in Egypt. 

Is your heart ever burdened for un- 
saved people in other lands, for an in- 
dividual near by, or a baffling problem 
that you are, for some reason, barred 
from helping? If the Lord has laid a 
burden upon your heart, He will use 
your prayers or adjust your circum- 
stances so that you can somehow be of 
help. In my own experience, the Lord 
did not permit me to go into the Chris- 
tian work that first stirred my heart 
as a very young girl, but He has opened 
doors of opportunity so that in one way 
or another I can help others to know 
what a wonderful Saviour is Jesus, our 
Lord; and He can do just as much with 
you (Phil. 1:20, 21; 4:13). 

Girls can respond only to needs that 
they know something about. Even young 
classes may be aroused to the call of 
Christian service at home or abroad. 
This quarter, as we study the needs of 
a growing nation, keep current, world- 
wide, and local opportunities of service 
alive so that the class may have prac- 
tical experience in Christian work. 

Notice the steps in the final commit- 
ment of Moses: 

The need existed in the land of Egypt 
and the heart of God before Moses knew 
about it. 

Moses saw himself as one who should 
bring deliverance 

He tried to remedy conditions by his 
own wisdom and power. 

God gave Moses a period of training 
and humbling that were needed. 

God outlined His own plans to the 
prepared Moses. 

Moses, with eyes on self, was afraid 
to respond (Exod. 3:6). ; 

God proved His personal interest in 
the program of deliverance (v. 8). 

God promised His personal presence, 
so that it would not be Moses working 
alone, but Moses working with God. 

Now trace your own commitment 
through these steps. Are you afraid 


you cannot fulfill the requirements in 


the place to which God is calling you? 
You cannot, alone, but you and God 
can win. 


Think of these statements in connec- 
tion with your call to serve: “I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people.” 
God is more interested in-your Bible 
class, or your little missionary project 
than you are. “I am come dewn to 
deliver .. . and to bring them up.. 
unto a good land.” Isn’t that why Christ 
went to Calvary—in order to deliver 
your friends from sin and selfishness? 
Isn’t that why He arose again, in order 
to bring unto Heavenly Places all who 
will permit Him to left them up? (John 
12:32.) The Lord asks you to do only 
the things you can do. He will be re- 
sponsible for results (Eph. 3:19, 20). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1040) 

1. A new king had arisen, head of a new 
dynasty, who “knew not Joseph.” 

s Zae egpes Ces: ee 
came to an end with the Pharaoh 
Joseph’s exaltation, and the new 
of Egyptian Pharaohs hated shepherds, as 
did all Egyptians. (Gen. 46:34.) 


3. That Israel would become. so many 
and so strong they would be a constant 
source of danger to the new government. 

4. In order to wean them from Egypt and 
prepare them for Canaan. 

5. While Moses “was afraid to look upon 
God” (Exod. 3:6), he thought only of fail- 
ure, knowing that within himself alone, he 
was inadequate. 

6. God promised His divine, supernatural 
presence, and gave signs to show that He 
was able to do that which Moses could 
not do. 


7. Because of His covenant with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, which He must keep 
in order to preserve the line of the Seed. 


8. Ask the Lord to show whether this 
project is within His will or not. 


4 
Teach It Over Again 


(Continued from page 1038) 


point that has been stressed. Review 
the points, then teach the new lesson. 
It doés cut down the time allowed for 
the new lesson, but the value of stress- 
ing what has been learned is of sufficient 
importance to balance the loss of time. 

On the last Sunday of each quarter 
have a simple written review, using the 
questions you have asked each Sunday. 
At the last written test I gave my class, 
all the girls received marks between 
75 and 100. This was on a basis of 
twenty questions, five points to a ques- 
tion. .Those who had been absent were 
the ones who received the 75. The “wig- 
glers” received marks in the eighties. 
There is a definite satisfaction in know- 
ing that those girls actually know the 
answers to some questions about the 
Bible. 

The same method can be used in mem- 
ory work. Most boys and girls do not 
really memorize the Golden Text — they 
merely learn to say it without looking 
at a Bible for the time being, The first 
Sunday of the quarter, study the first 
Golden Text. The second Sunday repeat 
the first one, and learn the second one. 
The third Sunday repeat the two already 
learned, add the third, and so on. The 
ones repeated from Sunday to Sunday 
will become indelibly written on the 
minds of the children. 

With Beginners and Primaries make a 
scrapbook out of the pictures given to 
the children each Sunday. Let the chil- 
dren tell you the story of the past pic- 
tures,-then you tell the story of the new 
picture. The retelling will impress the 
stories of the Bible upon the young 
minds. 

“Repetition is the mother of learning.” 


Hotzywoop, CauirF. 











a a an bt oem 


oa oo a ich toe bt Se oe om... fee Be Se. 4 eee. oe. Be vee ee ee eee eee eee 














Lesson for January 6 
ies |<. Seal, eet Sent” 


(Continued from second page) 


der the blessing of: the true God. Sarah 
is his princess: the princess of whom 
kings of people shall come into being. 

Because Sarai is derived from the verb 
“sarah,” and because the name Sarah 
is furnished by the noun “sarah,” a 
reader unfamiliar with:the Hebrew lan- 
guage might easily confuse the two. In 
the English language the verb nag means 
“to find fault with continually”; the noun 
nag means a totally different thing, 
namely, “a small or decrepit horse”! 
In English the verb strut means “to walk 
stiffly”; however, the noun strut means 
a vastly different thing, namely, “a 
brace, of wood or. metal, used for rein- 
forcement.” Similarly the Hebrew verb 
sarah means “to persistently exert one- 
self; to be contending or wrestling”; the 
Hebrew noun sarah, which furnishes us 
the proper name Sarah, conveys a totally 
different idea, namely, “being a prin- 
cess.” In the examples cited from the 
English language the reasons for such 
strange difference between verb and 
noun meanings remain unknown to us. 
In the case of our Hebrew verb and 
noun the reason for difference of mean- 
ing is simple and clear. The verb sarah 
is a Hebrew action word in its own right, 
and with the meaning given above. The 
noun sarah is a derived Hebrew word, 
conveying the basic meaning of the verb 
from which it is derived, namely, sarar. 
Thus whereas in the English instances 
we have the verb “strut” over against 
the noun “strut,” and the verb “nag” 
over against the noun “nag,” in the He- 
brew instance we have a vitally differ- 
ent matter: we have the verb sarah over 
against the verb sarar; in other words, 
we have the idea “to be persistently con- 
tending or wrestling” over against the 
idea “to be, or to act, or to play the 
prince (ss) .” 

Among the lexicographers Noldeke 
and Gesenius list Sarai under the verb 
sarar, but the Hebrew lexicon whith 
cites them is careful to point out the 
uncertainty of this derivation. Davidson 
properly derives Sarai from the verb 
sarah.’ The important statement about 
to follow, if read thoughtfully, can be 
perused apart from confusion that could 
arise from similarity of terms. We know 
that the name Sarah is the Hebrew noun 
sarah (princess), derived from the He- 
brew verb sarar (to be or to act as a 
prince). If, with Noldeke and Gesenius, 
we trace the origin of the name Sarai 
to the verb sarar, we remove any sensi- 
ble reason for changing the name Sarai 
to the name Sarah. If both Sarai and 
Sarah are derived from the verb sarar, 
meaning “to be or to act as prince,” then 
both names mean princess (both are 
feminine gender), and we are left to 
wonder why God would change the 
princess name Sarai to the princess name 


Sarah. But when, with Davidson, we. 
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correctly derive the name Sarai from 
the verb sarah (to persistently contend 
or wrestle), we perceive the purpose of 
God. By His grace He makes of the 
contentious .heathen woman Sarai the 
divinely changed princess mother of His 
chosen Israel, Sarah. 


ir 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 6 
1. What Is Life’s Purpose? 
(Phil. 3:7-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


F SOMEONE were to ask you, “Just 

what are you living for? What do 
you hope to achieve in life?” what would 
you say? 

The. Shorter Catechism says that the 
chief end of man is “to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him for ever.” But just what 
does it mean to “glorify” God? Is it 
merely a matter of singing His praises 
and uttering prayers of thanksgiving? 
The Scripture portion chosen for this 
week shows us that life’s purpose goes 
far deeper than this. 
that nothing in life matters but to know 
Christ (Phil. 3:8). , 

ye 


Notice that Paul is not talking about 
knowing about Christ. Many in his day 
knew about Christ. They were willing 
enough to recognize Him as a historical 
figure. They could relate His deeds and 
perhaps repeat some of His sayings. 


But the knowledge Paul speaks of goes 


far deeper. 
+ 4 


It is a knowledge that measures. all 
other things in life as worthless com- 
pared to Christ (v. 8). Not that life is 
to be bare or ascetic, but Christ is 
supreme, after whom all other things 
fall into their rightful place. 

sé 


It is a knowledge that recognizes no 
dependence in one’s own merit, but 
counts only on the merit of Christ (v. 9). 

v 

It is a knowledge that seeks to go the 
whole way in experience with Christ, 
that does not shrink from entering into 
His suffering and death that the power 
of His resurrection may be experimen- 
tally real in one’s life (v. 10). 

se 

It is a knowledge that is never satisfied 
with present. or past attainments, but 
pushes on to an ever deeper and richer 
experience with Christ (vs. 12, 13). 

Bd 

In other words, Paul found that the 

greatest goal in life is to reach that place 


Paul came to see | 
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red cloth with gilt lettering 
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The Sunday Schoo! Times 
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1946 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
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Paper. 
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Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 
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which. Christ had planned for him 

when He called him to be His follower. 

God’s will, then, is life’s greatest pur- 

pose for each believer. We truly glorify 

Him only as we fit into and fulfill tha 

will. ‘ 
4 


And He hag a specific plan and pur- 
pose for each of us, for He tells us that 
“we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained {or planned, 
or designed] that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). His plan for you is 
unlike the plan that He has designed 
for any other, and since He knows each 
of us better than we know ourselves, 
His plan for each of us is not only the 
best for each but will bring to each 
infinitely greater joy and satisfaction 
than can any plan of oir own. , 

we 

As is most reasonable, having designed 
a perfect plan for each of us, God pledges 
Himself to reveal it to us (Jas. 1:5; Psa. 
25:9; Prov. 3:6). The only conditions He 
places upon revealing His will as we 
need to know it are asking, obedience, 
and meekness or teachableness ! 

bd 

Do you want-to achieve the greatest 
purpose in life for 1946, or any other 
year? You may, if you will come to 
God, acknowledging His Son as your 
Saviour, and asking His direction and 
enabling. . Will you do it? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

ve 


Children at Home 


What's In a Nome? 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


Y THE time Comfort reached home 

from school there were tears just 
ready to make a path down her rosy 
cheeks. Her mother looked at her in 
surprise. 

“Why, what’s the matter, dear?” she 
asked. “Didn’t you have a happy time 
in. the new school?” 

“No, I didn’t at all,” sobbed Comfort. 
“T hate that new school! Mother, is my 
name funny? I never thought about it, 
but the boys laughed at it today.” 

“I don’t think it’s funny; I like it,” 
said her mother. “You can ‘be proud 
of your name. Shall I teii you a story 
about where your name came from?” 

“Oh, yes, do!” said Comfort eagerly, 
the sunshine coming back irto her eyes. 

“Well,” began her .mother, “once, a 
long time ago, when our country. was 
very new, a. young man azud his wife 
decided they would join. a group of 
brave colonists who were going ‘West,’ 
to make a new home for themselves. 
Now going “West’ didn’t mean they were 


- going to California, or Oregon, or even 
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Kansas, or any of those states we think 
of as ‘out West’ today. They were going 
from the East, clear over the Allegheny 
Mountains, to the western wilderness 
which lay beyond, in the wilds of Penn- 
sylvania. There were unfriendly In- 
dians in those parts, and it took a great 
deal of courage, and faith, and endur- 
ance to face the dangers and hardships 
of that frontier life. This brave young 
couple were Jonathan and Abigail 
Draper. They had one little girl whom 
they had named Comfort, because. she 
had come into their home soon after 
they had lost their little boy, her older 
brother.” 

“Did Comfort go with them, too, over 
the mountains?” 

“Of course she did. Mr. and Mrs. 
Draper couldn’t take all their household 
possessions, but you may be sure they 
took their little Comfort with them. It 
was a long, hard journey, but finally 
the company reached a clearing where 
a few others had settled before them, 
and there they, too, stopped, and began 
to build homes. Logs had to be cut, 
and you would not think the rude little 
cabins built from them were very nice 
houses, but the Draper family thought 
they had a snug, comfortable little home 
when theirs was finally finished. They 
were very thankful that they were nicely 
settled in their new home before little 
Daniel, Comfort’s baby brother, arrived. 
Most of the time he slept happily in 
the cozy wooden cradle which his father 
had made for him. Comfort loved to 
rock the cradle, if Daniel became rest- 
less, and watch him drop off to sleep 
again. 

“One day Comfort’s father, with other 
men of the settlement, went away to 
hunt, for all the meat these early settlers 
had to eat came from the game in the 
forest and the fish in the streams. Com- 
fort waved good-by, then watched her 
mother make molasses cookies, which 
she packed away in a stout wooden 
container. 

“I must go to the spring to bring 
water,’ she told Comfort. ‘It will take 
only a few minutes. Do not move out 
of the house, child, and keep an eye 
on your brother.’ 

“Comfort took her doll, Hester Ann, 
and a fat molasses cookie, and sat on 
the doorstep. Now Hester Ann did not 
look like any doll you ever saw.” 

“What was she like, Mother?” 

“Hester Ann was made out of a corn- 
cob. She was not a very pretty doll, 
certainly, but Comfort loved her. She 
sat quite contentedly on the doorstep, 
munching her cookie and pretending to 
rock Hester’ Ann to sleep, when all of 
a sudden her heart nearly stopped. Out 
of nowhere, it seemed, two Indians ap- 
peared! They came, very quietly, right 
up to the doorstep where Comfort was 
sitting.” P 

“Wasn't she frightened, Mother?” 

“Frightened! She was scared stiff! 
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Indians were much to be feared in those 
early colonial days, and little Comfort 
had heard many tales of the ‘terrible 
things which they had done to the set- 
tlers. But she came from brave stock, 
and she was brave now. 

“ ‘What do you want?’ she asked them. 

“Of course the Indians could not un- 
derstand English, any more than she 
could understand their language. They 
made some strange sounds which she 
could not interpret at all. 

“‘T don’t know what you want,’ said 
Comfort, ‘but my mother made some 
good molasses cookies this morning, and 
I'll give you some of them. You stay 
right there.’ 

“Dropping Hester Ann on the door- 
step, she quickly entered the cabin, and 
brought out some cookies. When she 
returned, one of the Indians had picked 
up Hester Ann and was looking at the 
doll intently. Comfort handed out the 
cookies. 

“The Indians tasted the cookies and 
grunted. Comfort didn’t understand the 
grunts, but what the Indians were really 
saying was, ‘These are good, very good.’ 
They squatted on the: ground and ate 
more cookies. Comfort was worried 
about Hester Ann, and wished her 
mother would come back from the 
spring. 

“The Drapers’ nearest neighbors were 
the McNairs, who had a boy, John, a 
litfle older than Comfort. John’s father, 
too, had gone hunting, and John was 
hoeing the garden patch. What was his 
amazement, when he looked up, to see 
two Indians at the Drapers’ cabin. It 
did not take this frontier boy long to 
reach Comfort’s side. By this time, 
however, the Indians, with more grunts, 
were rising and moving away. 

“‘They’re taking Hester Ann with 
them,” cried Comfort, in distress. 

“‘Just a doll! Let them take her!’ 
said John. 

“Just then Comfort’s ‘mother came up 
the little hill from the spring. Her face 
was white when she learned of the In- 
dians’ visit. 

“TT didn’t let them inside, and Daniel 
didn’t cry,’ said Comfort. ‘But they took 
Hester Ann away!’ 

“Her mother held little Comfort close. 
‘Never mind,’ she said; ‘we can make 
you another Hester Ann. I thank God 
my brave little girl is safe.’ 

“Some days later the Indians again 
appeared. Comfort’s father was at home 
then, and he, too, was frightened. The 
settlers had good reason to fear the 
Indians. But there was no reason to 
fear these Indians. They had only 
brought a present for Comfort, the little 
girl who had been kind to them. Their 
present was a pair of moccasins, of soft 
deer hide. After presenting their gift, 
they silently disappeared into the forest. 
No one ever knew why they had come 
in the first place, but even to this day 
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we are all praud of this courageous 
little pioneer girl who later married 
John McNair and became your great- 
great - great - great - great-great grand. 
mother! Now, don’t you think you have 
reason to be proud of your name, Com- 
fort?” 

“Oh, yes, I do,” said Comfort, happily. 

Some days later, when Comfort’s 
teacher asked the children to tell stories, 
Comfort asked: . 

“May I tell a true story?” 

“Yes, indeed,” said her teacher. “That’ 
will be all the better.” 

Comfort began: “Once ypon a time, 
a long time ago, when our country was 
very new —” 

When she had finished, one of the boys 
said, “I think Comfort should be proud 
of her name. Not even a boy could 
have been braver !” 

And never again did anyone laugh at 
Comfort’s name. 

New Wimincron, Pa. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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w Prophetic 
ORD 


A forty-eight page monthly publication 


widely read in Wnited States, Canada, and 
the British . It presents the deeper 
truths of God’s. Word, furnishes sermon 
material for pastors, aids Bible teachers. 
shows you your place in God’s program. 
Editor: Rev. G. P. Raud, President of the 
American Seminary of the Bible. Sub- 
scriptions 70c a year; two subscriptions, 
$1; seven, $3. Order from PROPHETIC 
WORD, 1101 East 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, 
New York. 
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and other poems 


Composed by 
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A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 
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Books for Children With a Real Salvation Message 
Sble Study Sooke 
GOSPEL OF JOHN - with Notes for Boys and Girls 


The most used book in the Bible brought out especially for children by 
Mr. J. Irvin Overholtzer. The text is the King James Version, and is 
profusely outlined, which itself simplifies the meaning greatly. 
notes explain difficult words or passages. . - 


Brief 
Price, 35c each. 





EPHESIANS 
With Notes for Boys and Girls 
This booklet is designed to 
lead saved children into an 
understanding of the new po- 
sition and privileges which are 
theirs in Christ. The King 
James Version with fifty notes. 
Fifty-six pages, price 15c each. 


Christian Fiction 


“It was God... and Susie.” - 


404 Junipher Building ° 








The Susie books mark a new 
ies . for children. 
Radio Kids Bible Club, the stories were first presented as a radio serial. 
to books of five stories each, they are entitl 


DAILY BREAD ~ 


A series of daily Bible devo- 
tional books for children—four 
of the series of twelve books 
are now available—“The God 
Who Is Enough,” “The Lovely 
One,” “Learning How to 
Pray,” and “Like a Dove.” The 

ge for each day contains a 

ible referer.ce, “Hide and 
Seek Verse,” and a suitable 
poem or story. Each booklet is 
5% x.3% inches and contains 
32 pages. Price 10c. 


h in Christian fiction 
Written by J. C. Brumfield, director of the 
Collected in- 
“Nothing but God... and Susie” and 

- - - Price, 25c each. 


Order from International Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc, . - 


Santa Monica, California 
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a METHODIST was STALWART for 
CHRIST”; some of the messages in the January 
of the keen, timely, attractive “I FIND 
RIST ADEQUATE” VOICE, the unswervingly 
true to CHRIST Bible Monthly published by the 
Independent Pundamental Churches of America. 
In the Prophetic Dept., God’s News Behind the 
News: THE APPALLING FAILURE of the 
PEACE PLANNERS: ARE WE in the TWI- 
LIGHT of the GREAT TRIBULATION? TWENTY 
FALLEN CAESARS; IMPENDING CRUSHING 
JUDGMENT upon CHRISTENDOM; ISRAEL'S 
HOPE, ZIONISM or CHRIST? Enclose a dime 
fora single copy, or $1 for a year’s subscription. 


THE VOICE, 4000 Washington, ST. LOUIS 8, MO. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
With the New Books 


The God of Israel. By David L. Cooper, 
Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D. (Biblical Research 
Society, Inc., Los Angeles 31; $1.50,) In 
“The God of Israel,” Dr. David L. Cooper 
has rewritten and enlarged his forty- 
eight-page pamphlet of the same title. 
An opening chapter ably discusses “the 
idea of God” in the light of man’s nature. 
Contending that belief in God is a neces- 
sary conviction of human nature, the 
author reviews and revitalizes the cos- 
mological, teleological, and anthropo- 
logical arguments for the existence of a 
personal deity. The real charm of the 
volume is»its philological and exegetical 
presentation of Hebrew terminology 
used, in the Old Testament, of the deity. 
From plural God-names, as well as from 
pronouns and adjectives. used of and 
with these names, Dr. Cooper demon- 
strates not only that Father, Son, and 
Spirit are present in the Old Testament, 
but that this Trinity of persons is, be- 
yond cuestion, a divine unity. How 
the triune God of the Old Testament 
works out man’s redemption as the Cre- 
ator and Preserver of us all, together 
with the part that Israel plays in bear- 
ing witness of God’s truth to all men, 
is effectively set forth in three chapters 
of a fitting climax to the preceding 
chapters of apologetical and philologi- 
cal exposition. 

Marked with simplicity of utterance 
throughout, the author’s scholarly pres- 
entation of his subject is everywhere 
present. The book is well bound, con- 
tains several attractive prints of Sinai 
and the Holy Land, is well indexed, and 
gives a brief but valuable bibliography. 
Between pages 98 and 99 a clear and 
simple chart aids the reader to visualize 
the divine personalities in the working 
out of man’s redemption. Earnest stu- 
dents of the Word, particularly those 
interested in the message of the Old Tes- 
tament for today, ought to read this 
book. 
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Youth Leaders Around the World 
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mation and free literature to 
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Be Ye Also Ready. By Robert G. Lee. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.25.) These scintillating ser- 
mons by one of the distinguished pul- 
piteers of our day will not only enhance 
his reputation for stirring oratory, but 
will likewise challenge and comfort 
hearts. Marked alike by intellectual 
depth and emotional fervor, all of these 
messages are aglow with a love for the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the souls for 
whom He died. Particularly outstand- 
ing, however, is “The Curse of Conjec- 
ture,” a thoroughgoing defense of divine 
revelation. Another is “God — Ally of 
the Righteous,” an enheartening re- 
minder of Jehovah’s sufficiency even in 
the light of the alarming situation of 
the present hour. The final chapter, 
“Prepare to Meet Thy God!” is a truly 
dynamic appeal for decision. Here is 
a trumpet which sounds out with clarion 
certainty ! 


Young Man on Fire. By Mel Larson. 
(Youth Publications, Inc., Chicago 6; 
$1.50.) John Wesley said, “Get on. fire 
for God, and people will come to watch 
you burn.” Young people are watching 
the fire in the life of Torrey Johnson, 
and thousands are catching the flame 
in their own lives. The organization, 
Youth For Christ, which started in Chi- 
cago, is sweeping the nation, and sparks 
may soon be flying to the blackness of 
Europe and Japan. How Youth For 
Christ was started, how Torrey Johnson 
gave his own life to the Lord, how his 
church has so miraculously grown, how 
souls are being won for Christ, how 
the Lord is blessing the work is told in 
a simple, clear style by the biographer, 
Mel Larson. Glowing praise is given to 
Wheaton College, the training school of 
so many men of God of whom Torrey 
Johnson is by no means least. This book 
will refresh the soul of anyone who be- 
lieves that God answers prayer. 


His Touch Has Still Its Ancient Power. 
By Thomas B. Rees. (Pickering and 


‘ Inglis, Ltd., London, Eng., 3 shillings 


sixpence net.) One heart-warming true 
story after another is recounted in these 
pages, building proof upon proof that 
His touch has still its ancient power to 
save and satisfy the individual who 
puts his whole trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.. The book has a definite British 
flavor, and is tremendously appealing in 
its common-sense attitude, its sparkling 
humor, its stirring message, and by its 
deep devotion to Jesus Christ. There 
is much of winsome instruction in these 
happy pages for the Christian who seeks 
to win souls either by personal work or 
by the preaching of the Word from the 
pulpit. The underlying current, which 
runs steadily throughout and which is 
demonstrated so well by experience, is 
that the soul-winning Christian must. at 
all times depend upon the leading of the 
Spirit of God, and should never at- 
tempt any work for God merely by fol- 
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lowing the guidance of human and way- 
senses. How one can accomplish 
this and know certainly that the Spirit 
of God is speaking is clearly set forth 
heré.’ The Christian who reads this 
book will be vigorously stimulated, and 
the ufisaved reader should be profoundly 
moved to consider his own soul. 


From Today to Eternity. By the Rev. 
Fred. Koerber., (Koerber Bible Publica- 
tions, Box 1978, Greensboro, N. C., paper, 
75 cents.)- One is somewhat startled at 
the author’s claim of presenting “a com- 
plete chronological summary of events 
from today to eternity, according to the 
Bible.” Conditions of today are briefly 
reviewed from a _ spiritual, political, 
national, international, and social view- 
point. ‘Then follows the author’s exposi- 
tory listing of future events, with a 
parallel column of Scriptures for the 
convenience of the reader. The author 
is premillennial and fundamental. How- 
ever, not all will agree with him in every 
detail, especially in his placing of the 
Rapture at the sounding of the seventh 
trurnpet in- Revelation 11:18. 


The Bible Speaks to Our Day. By 
George Barclay. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia 7; $1.) “Something not 
unlike Hitler has happened before.” 
Such is the line of thought in showing 
present-day events to be very similar 
to those of the Old Testament days 
under such chapter headings as, “Isaiah 
and the Hitler of His Day,” “Reconstruc- 
tion: Does the Church Matter?” <A 
definite position is taken along doctrinal 
lines, even though it is brought in as 
a secondary item. In speaking of the 
citizen a new. world needs, Dr. Bar- 
clay says, “The individual wrong acts 
which we call sins are but symptoms of 
that deep-seated wrongness which is the 
fundamental sin.” This is the biggest 
obstacle, we are told, in the way of 
building a better world after the war. 
“What are we going to do about it?” 
The answer is given in the chapter en- 
titled, “The Three Crosses on Calvary.” 
“I am not attempting to set forth those 
eternal ... truths of that cross (Christ’s 
cross) which we gather up’ under the 
one word, atonement.” He then tries 
to show that the suffering of Christ is 
similar to the suffering of humanity 
and that He suffered so that He may 
know experimentally all the sufferings 
of humanity. “The Bible speaks to our 
day!" It does, and Dr. Barclay has 
seen fit to omit its most important mes- 
sage—the atonement. He gives us in 
its place a sympathetic Christ! Such an 
interpretation of the purpose of Christ’s 
death is unscriptural. While many of 
the thoughts are good, the portions deal- 
ing with sin and God’s remedy for it 
are not to be trusted. 


Revival Appeals. By the Rev. John R. 
Rice, D.D., Litt.D. (Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, IIL, $1.50.) “The 
road to hell itself is paved with good 
intentions.” This pungent statement is 
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characteristic of the contents of this” REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


volume of sixteen evangelistic sermons. 
They are written in simple language, 
designed particularly for unbelievers. 
They are impressive, compelling, urgent, 
and clear on the matter of salvation. 
Each mesage concludes with a decision 
form and a suggested letter to the author, 
who promises to write a personal reply 
with appropriate counsel. The author 
deals very satisfactorily with the awful- 
ness of being lost, the dangers of pro- 
crastination, and the certainty of eter- 
nal salvation for those who -~ accept 
Christ. “Facing the Pierced Jesus” is 
the most informative message of all, and 
the Christmas message on “No Room for 
Jesus” is very fine. The title is rather 
misleading. The author explains his 
reason for using it in his introduc- 
tion, but “Gospel Appeals” would 
be more appropriate. His homiletics are 
haphazard, but that does not detract 
from the fervor or the appeal of the 
messages. The book will prove sugges- 
tive for the evangelistic minister and 
splendid for the unsaved. 


What of Tomorrow? By Theodore 
Schaap. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) “If God is going 
to do wonders in the church and through 
the church, we shall have to begin now 
to carry our carnal loyalties and appe- 
tites to the gibbet. ‘Sanctify yourselves.’ 
That is God’s command for today.” This 
statement, taken from the opening mes- 
Sage in a selection of fourteen miscel- 
laneous sermons, is both a conclusion 
and a challenge. The need for greater 
vitality in the church today is dominant 
in the mind of the author. The mes- 
Sages are grouped into three divisions. 
Five for special occasions, four dis- 
tinctively evangelistic, and five dealing 
with the Christian life. They are all 
fervent and distinctly orthodox. The 
first sermon, from which the book de- 
rives its title, is best of all. However, 
“Temptations to Compromise” runs a 
close second. “Prophets in the Choir 
Loft” is different and very timely in 
these days of musical shallowness .and 
frivolity. In his sermon on “The Larger 
Life,” the author draws illuminating dis- 
tinction between mere “pleasure” and 
real “joy” in the Christian experience. 
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Forty-six Years’ Supremacy. 
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Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
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Flexible Binding. 40c Postpaid 
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RETURNING VETERANS 
Get an Early Start in Your Preparation for Christian Service 
FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Will Admit aun Entering Class on January 22, 1946 
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National Headquarters . 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATEDS1917 


710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Supported by voluntary contributions. Retention 
FREE to Mee ag | Hospitals, Industrial Plants, 
Army, Navy, etc. THE NEED IS GREAT — ryiees 
will 50 Testaments, $5.00 will supply 25 Testa- 
ments, $1.90 will supply 5 Testaments. 
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Founder and Director 
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‘Old Fashioned 


Revival 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The sermons ave textual throughout, 


with the exception of “The More Excel- 
lent Way,” which is a condensed exposi- 
tion of 1 Corinthians 13. These mes- 
sages are heart-warming, inspiring, and 
suggestive. 


The Battle of Armageddon. By Hyman 
J. Appelman. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich, paper, 25 cents.) 
Evangelistic fervency for the salvation 
of the lost characterizes these sermons. 
Stirring, ‘heart-searching -appeals are 
made also to believers to stop trifling 
with God-given opportunities and to 
abandon the state of being “neither cold 
nor hot.” The first sermon gives the 
title to the pamphlet. Others are “The 
Power of Intercession,” “A Christian’s 
Greatest Work,” and a radio message, 
“The Great Commission.” Some readers 
may disagree with some statements by 
the author, for example, his interpre- 
tation of Revelation 12:7-12. However, 
the purpose of the messages is not ex- 
pository, but evangelistic, and, realizing 
this, one is blessed. 


How to Live for Christ. By George C. 
Douma. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., paper, 35 cents.) This 
little book of five devotional readings 
is intended to turn the hearts of service- 
men and women to God, and to 
strengthen the faith of believers. The 
first chapter, “Our Unseen Ally,” draws 
lessons from the experiences of some of 
the Bible heroes of faith, and points to 
our God as “the same yesterday, to day, 
and for ever.” The other messages are 
“Glorious Liberty,” “Power Greater 
Than T.N.T.,” “The Strategy of Our Gen- 
eral,” and “Will America Be Invaded?” 
This last chapter sounds a warning note 
that America is now being invaded by 
destructive evils, and it should be in- 
vaded for God by the Church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 





Young People’s Books 


Fair Is the Morning. By Loula Grace 
Erdman. - (Longmans; Green and Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $2.) Red hair and 
temper and courage to. burn — that was 
Schoolteacher Connie Thurman who 
could have taught in the eountry’s best, 
but chose instead a school’hardly fit 
for a stable, with pupils to match. The 
way Connie improves building, children, 
parents, and homes is a heartening thing. 
And Steve Nolan proves to be much 
more than a satisfactory abettor.. The 
spirit shown by both, could belong to 
a missionary, and one wishes they had 
a right to the title. ‘But not culy is the 
tale void of Christian testimony, it 
stands for recreations which belong to 
the world order. 


The Mudhen. By Merritt Parmelee 
Allen. (Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., 
New York 3; $2.) Sherlock Holmes has 
nothing on the Mudhen, as one after 
another he tacks an apparently effortless 
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Q. E. D. on the various social and fac- 
tional problems that alleviate the bore- 
dom of school life. His agile brain 
wrangles nine bushels of apples from a 
skinflint farmer, uses chewing gum. to 
incapacitate a rival faction’s car, and 
works out for himself and his pals 
dozens of other plot. solutions. The 
chapters are crammed with action and 
wit, while their constant dialogue is that 
of the modern boy. But near profanity, 
however prevalent, is always ee 
to the Christian. 


The Twenty-Fifth Mission. By Loring 
Mackaye. (Longmang, Green and Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $2.) One more bomb- 
ing mission and the Goose Greaser’s 
crew would be furloughed. But Jig’s 
suspicion of Sergeant Michaelsen seemed 
to jinx the plane from the start. Most 
of the boys, however, were able to bail 
out over Denmark, where the Danish 
underground passed them from one hide- 
out to another — including an iceless re- 
frigerator — right under Nazi noses. Ir- 
responsible Jigs finally learned some 
much needed lessons in that sort of be- 
havior that. spells courage instead of 
presumption. The “minced oaths” in this 
exceptional war story are so few that 
one wishes they might have been omit- 
ted altogether. 


Fog Over Hong Kong. By Ken Ander- 
son. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich. $1.25.) Fat, wealthy, and 
apparently philanthropic Chung, rice 
merchant of the Crown Colony, knew 
not that his loyalty was questioned, that 
there was proof of his cargoes being 
sold to enemy Japanese. What he did 
know was that his beautiful wife had 
turned Christian. And her loving, per- 
sistent witness infuriated him. Yet it 
was that very witnessing which, when 
the debacle came, wove around the 
Chung family a web of protection and 
security. Besides its triumphant Chris- 
tian message, the story makes one alive 
to Chinese sights and sounds, and to 
the very spirit of Hong Kong in 1941. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 31 to January 6 

Mon.—Exodus 1:8-14, Israel Oppressed. 
Prayer SuccEstions: “They made their 
lives bitter with hard bondage.” Pharaoh 
was the first king to deal. unreasonably 
and wickedly with the nation of Israel. 
From that day on the sufferings of God’s 
Chosen People have been great. Con- 
tinuing persecutions are predicted . in 
the Scriptures. The wrath of Satan 
manifested through ungodly rulers and 
people will one day end (see Matt. 24: 
3-21). The tender love of Jesus (their 
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“Joseph”) will shortly be manifested: to 
them (Rom. 11:26). Pray for the suffer- 
ing. nation of Israel. 
Tues.—Exodus 2:1-10: The Birth of Moses. 
PRAYER Svuccestions: “In which time 
Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, 
and nourished up in his father’s house 
three months” (Acts 7:20). God gives 
bright blessings in dark times. Baby 
Moses and faith blended together to 
strengthen courage to resist the evil de- 
cree of Pharaoh, the arch baby-killer. 
God’s gift of Moses was a special an- 
swet to prayer (see 1 Sam. 12:8). The 
church today needs a “Moses.” Pray 
that God will give a true, Spirit-filled 
and Spirit-led man of God who can 
preach to ministers and church officers 
and members as they did in the Refor- 
mation and the Great Awakening. 
Wed.—Exodus 2:23-25. The People Cry to Ged, 
Prayer Succestions: “God heard their 
groaning, and God remembered his cove- 
nant with Abraham, with Isaac,° and 
with Jacob.” Times of trouble are times 
of groaning prayers. If we would pray 
well at all times we would not need 
as many troublous times. We seem to 
be at our spiritual best only when in 
deep distress. Pray that you may be 
wise through the Word of God, and by 
the obedience thereto in love so as to 
escape unnecessary tribulations. 
Fhees. —Exodus 3:1-12. ‘ 
The Call of a Deliverer. 
Prayer Succestions: “Bring forth my 
people the children of Israel out of 
Egypt.” God has spiritual leaders ready 
for the right moment of need. He never 
sends an unprepared man. In answer 
to prayer He will thrust them forth. As 
Israel obtained Moses and Aaron~ by 
prayer (1 Sam. 12:8), so we must ob- 
tain God’s men the same way (see Matt. 
9:38). Unless we pray for mighty min- 
isters of God at home and abroad, He 
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will not give them. Pray that the prayer” — 


meeting in your church may become a 
real spiritual powerhouse, 


Fri—Exodus 4:27-81, 
The People Accept Moses and Aaron. 
Prayer Succestions: “And the people 
believed: and when they heard that the 
Lord had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their af- 
fliction, then they bowed their heads 
and worshiped.” The Jews still “require 
a sign” before believing. The Lord has 
favored them with signs and wonders. 


These were gloriously wrought by Christ. 


who was greater than the prophets, 
wiser than Solomon, and God manifest 
in flesh. Yet their hardened hearts be- 
lieved Him not. But they will believe 
when they look upon Him whom they 
have pierced. What a day of faith that 
will be! Pray for blinded Israel with 
greaterlove than -ever before. 


Sat.—Exodus 5:1-9, Pharaoh’s Refusal. 

PraYerR Succestions: “And I am sure 
that the king of Egypt will not let you 
go, no, not by a mighty hand. And I 
will stretch out my hand.”. Moses had 
a short memory for the promises of God 
(compare 3:19 with 5:23). But we, too, 
have often forgotten God’s exceeding 
great and precious promises. In times of 
trouble few remember Romans 8:28; 
Pray that you may be more attentive to 
reading, believing, and acting upon the 
Word of ‘God. 


Sun.—Psalm 46:1-11. Our Refuge and Strength. 

PRAYER Succestions: “The God of Ja- 
cob is our refuge.” When we are hid- 
den in the hollow of the almighty hand 
of God we have a safe shelter and all- 
sufficient strength, But only those who 
know God wilt put their trust in Him. 
One of the men who greatly influenced 
William Jennings Bryan indirectly was 
George Mueller. A friend of Mr. Bryan 
heard the man of faith say, “I’m glad I 
know God.” That declaration changed 
the life of the man, who changed also 
that of Mr. Bryan as regards his public 
testimony for Christ. The one gvho 
knows God can do great things for, as 
well as enjoy great blessings’ in God. 
Pray for more faith in God your “refuge 
and strength.” 
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Why did the Catholic Church 
Roosevelt’s domestic policies and oppose 
his foreign policy? 
Why is the Catholic Church anti-Capi- 
talist as well as anti-Communist? 

What kind of a political, social, 

‘economic system is the Catholic nunc 
attempting to bring about? 
How has this affected your life, and how 
may it affect the lives of your children? 


READ: 
“The True Nature of Roman Catholicism” 
An important series of articles describ- 


ing aspects of the Catholic Church never 
before revealed, 


Beginning in the January issue of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE 


Edited by former Roman Catholic Priests 


Subscription only $1.00 a year {10 issues) 
Sample copy, 15c. 


A limited number of January copies 
are being reserved for readers of The 
Sunday School Times. To make sure of 
getting your January copy include Dept, 
number in the address as follows, or 
return this ad. 


CHRIST’S MISSION 
Dept. D64, 220 W. 48th St., New York 19 


When in New York attend our services 
every Sunday at 3.30 P. M. 























Did You Know ..... that 


We are conducting our second Coast-to-Coast New Testament qvengetas tour 
to Jews? Sixty-five thousand Testaments have been distributed in cities 


in U.S. and Canada. 


We have visited over 7,000 ships in three and one half years with a world-wide 


Scripture distribution? 


We had, in 1944-45, an | than 3,000 boys from Ps oth lands in our Service 


Center with 600 saved 
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Gospel first) among: foreign boys to take home? 
Send all contributions to 
we WORLD WIDE EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
James_E. Bennet, Vice-President-Treasurer " 
New York 11, N. Y¥. 
Open Air Evangelism of Jews and Gentiles ~ 


Rev. Charles Clihe, President 
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These Veterans of World War Il 
are again in training . . . 


in training for another warfare .. . equipping themselves to win victories for Christ. 
; Their war experiences have given them a new vision of the world's crying need ... 

the need which only Christ can meet... and they have dedicated their lives to 
| His service. They know that they need special preparation . . . they want to be 
strongly armed with the sword of the Spirit . .. and so they've enrolled at Moody. 


JS., PENNSYLVANIA—I have been in the army since 1938 ... in the Field 

Artillery in Texas, the Coast Artillery in Hawaii, the Air Cadets in California and 

in the Military Police of the Air Corps. | came to M.B.I through prayer for 
guidance, and the e@dvice of a former student. 














W.H.S., VIRGINIA—! served in the Navy aboard an aircraft carrier off 
the coast of Africa. | am entering M.B.1. because of God's leading 
and because the school offers subjects that will be helpful in preech- 
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ. 


H.F.T., NEW JERSEY—I was in an anti-aircraft. unit . . . 
saw action in Hawaii at the time of Pearl Harbor and in 
Bougainville. | came to Moody because | believe the 

Lord led me. here. A former student was instrumental 
in making me “Moody-conscious.” 


JRL, ILLINOIS—! was in the Marines. 1 came to Mooay 
to be prepared to preach the gospel . . . to become better 
acquainted with the Word of God and the doctrines of the Bible. 


J.R., WISCONSIN—I was in the army four and a half years . .. 


overseas thirty-three months. A for:-sr student influenced me in my 
choice of schools. 
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These and the many other discharged servicemen who have enrolled at the In- 
stitute .. . or are planning to do so... will receive thorough Bible training . . . 
They'll be instructed in efficient methods of presenting the gospel in the field they 
choose . . . they will gain practical experience in soul-winning while still in school. 


Some will serve in the mission field, others in the pastorate, others in Christian 
: radio ministry and many other fields. You have a share in preparing them for 
service when you help to provide their Institute training . . . tuition-free. 


You can support the Institute ministry in different ways 
«+. by cash gifts, by a bequest in your will, or by taking a 
Moody Annuity. The Moody Annuity plan offers 

you special advantages. It provides a regular, sure and 
generous return...plus the knowledge that your 

money js at work in the Lord’s service. 





153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS, DEPT _S 770 
























1 Gentlemen: Please send me the booklet DOUBLE DIVIDENDS without obligation on 
my part, [7] Also booklet A, | am under 20. 
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